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PREFACE 
Many books have been written on Mennonite history, 
but these deal largely with the religious aspect of their 
life. The purpose of this thesis is to present the soc-
ial, moral, economic and political aspects of their migra-
tions and life, not only of ·their early centuries, but of 
the present time. Only enough of t he reli gious element 
will be presented to g ive a general modern knowledge of 
their religious beliefs which in turn influence their life 
in general. Particularly will it be stressed h ow t h ese 
people have influenced the history of Kansas . 
This thesis was written for the purpose of pres erving 
early Kansas history, and I was granted t hat subject be-
cau~e of my personal acquaintances with many of the early 
Mennonite settlers making it possible to present sketches 
of their intimate life that probably a stranger would not 
have been able to secure. 
BEGINNINGS OF THE MENNONITES 
HISTORY OF THE KANSAS MENNONITES-WITH A STUDY 
OF THEIR EUROPEAN BACKGROUND 
BEGINNINGS OF THE MENNONITES 
Although the history of the Kansas Mennonites begins 
during the latter half of the nineteenth century, it is 
necessary to go back several centuries to understand t he 
reasons for their coming and even a few centuries more to 
understand their origin. Consequently, one must go to fif-
teenth and sixteenth-century Eu.rope to fully understand the 
background of these Kansas Mennonites. 
By the beginning of the sixteenth century practically 
every person living in Western Europe called himself a 
Christian, and pledged his allegiance to the Catholic Church. 
This was the climax of century after century of effort upon 
the part of ecclesiastical people to convert the heathens 
to Christian belief. The regions served by trade routes 
were converted first and from these the religion spread un-
til practically all of the western part of that continent 
had been brought under the sway of the Catholic Church. 
Although the Catholic Church appeared to be the uni-
versal church, it met competition throughout its history. 
And so early we have records of the Lollards, Arian Christ-
ians, Mohammedans, Heretics, Jews and Skeptics who gave op-
po.sition in part or in whole to the beliefs and teachings 
of the Catholic Church. Therefore, even before the sixteenth 
century we find discontent in the Catholic Church and this, 
no doubt, had at least some influence in bringing about the 
Reformation. 
The Reformation was caused by many reasons, religious, 
political, and economic, and in order to understand the 
origin of the Mennonites it is necessary to list the prin-
cipal reasons beside the one given above: 
1.) Conflict in thought as to just how far the 
Pope could interfere with national affairs . 
2.) Catholic Church had gr wn enormously wealthy, 
causing extreme jealousy. 
3.) Taxation of clergymen's property. 
4.) Churches taxed t he people. 
5.) Quarrel over state and ·ecclesiastical courts 
and their jurisdiction. 
6.) Appointment power of state and Pope . 
7.) Growth of strong national states. 
8.) Immorality of the clergy in some communities. 
9.) The Great Schism. 
10.) The Renaissance and its new thought. 
11.) Development of new religion - Mohammedanism. 
12.) Abuses of ecclesiastical authorities in some 
localities. 
The subject of my thesis does not allow me to go into 
detail for each of the above points, but suffice it to say 
that each had a striking influence upon the Reformation , 
and any other religious works may be read for t he proof of 
each and their further explanation. 
Probably for scores of years the sentiment had been 
growing favorably for a Reformation and only leaders were 
needed for its commencement and favorabl e conditions needed 
for its success. The leaders were found in the persons of 
Cranmer, Zwingli, Hus, Luther, Menno Si mons , Knox , Wes l ey , 
Calvin and many others. The fa arable conditions were f ound 
in the "invasion of the Mohammedans; " th e upri s ing of t he 
German nobles; the "Black Deathtt epidemic; es t ablishment of 
trade routes; the Great Schism; and t he sp irit of f reedom 
created and developed by the latest discoveries. 
In 1525, we find the beginnings of the Mennonites at 
Zurich, Switzerland. For some time t here ha d been a f eeling 
that the then existing union of Church and State and t he 
resultant religions and their tyranny were unscriptural; 
also, a feeling against the theory that every child was born 
into the church; objection to the conscription of mercenary 
troops; the belief that children could be baptized was 
questioned; and so under the leadership of Conrad Grebel, 
Felix Mantz, and George Blaurork, a large group of peopl e 
left the Roman Catholic Church. This group of people has 
been g iven many names, Anti-Baptists, Taufers, Wal dens es , 
Doopsgezinde (persons holding special views on baptism ) 
and even Mennonites. However, most authorities agree that 
this group is distinct from the Waldenses and t hat t he ter m 
Mennonites should not be applied until after t ·he t im.e of 
Menno Simons. The beliefs of thi s group consis ted of t he 
following main points: 
"l.) National state is unchristi an , so no oat h 
was taken. 
2.) Baptism on faith alone , thus excluding in-
fant baptism. 
3. ) Obj action to military service. 11 1 
This being the age of suspicion and persecution , thi s 
group soon was brought in conflict with the sta t e , due to 
their refusal to take oaths and to serve i n the ar my . 
Another factor that contributed to their conflict with t h e 
state has been t heir communistic system of farming which 
was contrary to existing farming methods. Th~y also separ-
ated themselves from the world and prohibited marriage be-
1. Nelson's Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII, pp. 85-86. 
" 
yond the brotherhood. They refused worldly vanities and re-
fused civic duties and they soon were persecuted and suspected. 
At this time many of them became involved in th e Munster up-
rising wherein the existing system of rule was to put down 
new communistic systems, corresponding to their beliefs. Al-
though the uprising was put down without success on the part 
of this new sect, it cast such reflections upon them that 
the entire sect that took no part were under suspicion. "Al -
though they were suspicioned we find that the followers of 
Grebel r eally had no desire to found a new theocracy in op-
position to the Anti-Christian state. They sought only to 
withdraw from what their conscience condemned, content to 
live as strangers upon the earth and devoting all their energy 
to preserve the purity of thei communities . " 2 But their 
real beliefs and ideals were lost and persecution followed 
which will be described more fully at a later time. 
"Although many of the original leaders perished at 
the stake others immediately took their plans and so by 1533 
the fanatical follower, John Mattias, led the sect. Mat-
tias came from Haarlem and he is sometimes lmown by the 
name Matthyszoor. It was he·; that inaugurated the atrocities 
of Munster in Westphalia, which although (as I have stated 
2. Ibid. pp. 85-86. 
before) committed by men Vvho had deviated from the original 
principles of the sect, were charged to the whole body. And 
about this time a band of Anabaptists seized and fortified 
a cloister in the vicinity of Witmarsum, but were captured 
and put to death (February, 1535). One of those killed was 
a ·young man by the name of Simons, a brother of Menno Si mons.3 
This ·brings me to the real beginning of the Mennonites 
as a sect, and I will present a short sketch of t he life of 
the man after whom the sect was named. "Menno Simons was 
born of humble parents at Witmarsum, Friesland , in 1492. 
He was ordained a Catholic priest and appointed curate at 
Pingjun, which was near his native place. It was here t hat 
he began to read Luther's tracts and to study the New Testa-
ment and soon began to question infant baptism. In 1531, the 
execution of Sicke Freerks, vm o had been baptized at Emden, 
introduced further question. Menno was not satisfied with 
the inconsistent answers of Luther, Bucer and Bullinger. 
In 1532, he exchanged his curacy for a living at Witmarsum. 
His brother was killed as an insurgent at Witmarsum in Feb-
ruary, 1535, and in January, 1536, Menno left the Catholic 
comm.union." (Authorities do not agree as to whether t his 
was the reason for his leaving the Catholic religion or not. 
But most of them agree that it was because his brother was 
3. American Cyclopedia, Vol. XI, pp. 359-391. 
killed and, although he sympathized with them, he felt that 
that was not the way to gain the ends of a Reformation.} 
Continuing from the above source we find that at ·this time 
"there were four parties among the Anabaptists ••• the Eaten-
burgers known as extremists; the Melchiorites known as lib-
erals; the favorers of the Munster faction and the Obbenites 
who believed that they were to relive the life of Christ on 
earth. For a time Menno remained aloof from both the Obben-
ites and the Melchiorites. But, by the end of 1536, yield-
ing to the prayer of a few who had left t he Munster f action, 
he became their minister and in Janua r y, 1537, was set apart 
to the eldership of Greninger. Many regard Obbe Philpez as 
the orig inal founder of the sect. But, it was Menno Si mons, 
that was forceful enough a leader to give to that sect his 
name. Menno repudiated the formation of a sect; t hose who 
had experienced the 'new birth' were to him the true Christ-
ian church. His Christology was in the main orthodo~, though 
he rejected terms such as Trinity which he could not find in 
Scripture, and held a Valentinian doctrine of the celestial 
origin of the flesh of Christ. 04 After this the life of 
Menno Simons seems to be much confused, since few records 
were kept at that age and his greates t work was in preach-
ing and not in writing. Thus, no definite records are known 
4. Encyclopedia Britannica, 14th edition, Vol. X.V, p. 250. 
about his later life, but it is generally supposed that 
due to the persecution of the Mennonites it was necessary 
for him to flee from place to place. "He was apparently 
much in East Friesland in 1541; in North Holland, with 
Amsterdam as center from 1541 to 1543; again till 1545, in 
East Freesland (where he held a disputation a t Emden with 
Jon a 'lasco in 1544); till 1547, in South Holland ; next 
about Lubeck; at Wismar in 1553-1554 (holding disputations 
with Martin Micronius at Norder); lastly at Wustenfelde, a 
village between Hamburg and Lu_beck, where he died mn Janu-
ary 13, 1559.u5 Thus, we have seen the beginning of the 
Mennonite sect and the naming of it arter their recognized 
leader even to day - Menno Simons . 
The Mennonites had many beliefs which were contrary to 
the political, social, religious and economical orders of 
the times. The following i s a summary of their principal 
beliefs and doctrines: 
1.) Did not believe in t aking a life and conse-
quently would not serve in the a~mies or 
serve as judges or on a jury. 
2.) Baptism by faith which meant adult baptism. 
3~) Excommunication from membership of Church and 
excommunication also meant t hat the person was 
barred from even association with members of 
the sect or even with hi s family. 
5 • Ibid • , p • 2 5 0 • 
4.) Excluded themselves from world and worldly 
goods. 
5.) Although refusing to be judges they did obey 
the orders of the judges. 
6.) Denied Trinity and other terms and ceremonies 
not mentioned in the Scripture. 
7.) They denied Civil authority and Christian char-
acter of the Church. 
8.) Limited marriage to members of their Church. 
91) Believed in communistic system of farming . 
Many of the above, or most of them, were contrary to 
the order of things and natura~ly resulted in severe perse-
cutions. Since no definite records were kept in those 
times, we have no definite idea as to how many were put to 
death, but even as early as 1527, and 1528, various lead-
ers had perished at the stake. About 6,000-of them suf-
fered m artydom under the rule of Philip II of Spa in. Ac-
cording to the United States Department of Commerce? •• "t heir 
book of martyrs (First German Edition, Ephrate, Pennsylvania, 
1749, English edition, Elkhart, Indi ana, 1886) is a ponder-
ous volume." According to A. Raus chenbusch8 11 3,600 of t hem 
suffered martyrdom in SWabia , Bavaria, Austria, and Tyrol. " 
7~ Mennonite Bodies. Pa_~phlet Department of ·comm.erce, p. 5. 
8 • .American Cyclopedia, Vol. XI, pp. 389 - 391. 
In order to more fully understand the terrific persecu-
tion put against the Mennonites or Anabaptists by many 
different sects for various r easons, it is well to quote 
M. J. Spalding9 at length. "The Anabaptists, in particu-
lar, were hunted down with a ferocity which i s almost in-
conceivable. The favorite mode of punishing them, espec-
ially at Berne, was by drovming . This manner of death was 
deemed the most appropriate because it was only baptiz i ng 
them in their own way. The rivers and l akes , wh ich abound 
in Switzerland, often received the dead bodies of t hese 
poor deluded men. Sometimes, however, thi s mode of pun-
ishment was dispensed with in favor of others less revolt-
. ing to humanity. 'Their excellencies of Bern, not being 
able to convince t he Anabaptist s , found it much more simple 
to banish t hem, or to throw them into the water and drown 
them. These punishments having , however, r ather increased 
their number the Council of Bern,being embarrassed, re-
sorted to measures less severe, and acting under the ad-
vice of the ministers, published on the second of March, 
1533, an edict announcing that the Anabaptist s should be 
left in peace, if they would keep their belief to themselves, 
and maintain silence; but if they continued to preach and 
to keep up a separate sect, they should not be any longer 
condemned to death; but only to perpetual i mpri s onment on 
9. Spalding, M. J. History -of the Protestant R9 formation in 
Germany and Switzerland, Vol. I, p. 194. 
BREAD AND WATER. This was certainly a singular favor. 
Catholics, who are accused of much intolerance, had never 
molested the Zwinglians who had kept their faith to them-
selves, and even when these openly preached their doctrine 
from the putpit, they were not condemned either to death 
or to perpetual imprisonment on bread or water •••• The cruel 
persecution qf the Anabaptists is another dark page in the 
history of the Reformation. To be sure these sectarists 
taught many things subversive of all social order, such 
as polygamy; their chief crimes, in the eyes of Luther and 
the reformers, were their rejection of Luther's authority, 
their pretensions to supernatural ri ghts, and their pro-
test against infant baptism and baptism by any other mode 
than immersion. 1 ••• The Lutheran carri ed out their intol-
erant principles in regard to the Anabaptists. On the 
seventh of August, 1536, a synod was convened at Hamburg, 
to which deputies were sent by a ll the cities who had sep-
arated from Rome. The chief object of the meeting was the 
devising means for exterminating the Anabaptists. From 
this synod emanated a decree, from which we will present 
the following extract, as a specimen of Lutheran intoler-
ance, officially proclaimed - "Whoever r e jects infant bap-
tism----whoever transgresses the orders of t he magistrates 
----whoever preaches against taxes----whoever teaches the 
community of goods----whoever usurps the priesthood----who-
ever holds unlawful assemblies--whoever sins against faith--
shall be punished with death •••• as for the simple people who 
have not preached, or administered baptism, but who were se-
duced to permit themselves to frequent the assemblies of 
the heretics, if they do not wish to renounce Anabaptism, 
they shall be secured, punished with perpetual exile, and 
even with death, if they return three times to the pl ace whence 
they have been expelled. In a letter by Luther to Hesse we 
read (1536), 'Whoeyer denies the doctrines of our Scripture, 
or the authority of the universal tea ching of the church 
must be punished severely. He must be treated not only as 
a ·heretic, but also as a blasphemer of t he holy name of 
God. It is not necessary to lose time in disputes with 
such people: they are to be condemned as i mpious blas -
phemers.' Towards the close of this letter, speaking of a 
false teacher he is saying : Drive him away, as an apostle 
of hell; and if he does not flee, deliver h i m up as a sedi -
tious man to t h e executioner. The land-grave's scruples 
were quieted, and Luther's advice was acted on." Such was 
the condition that greeted the Anabapt ists in the early part 
of the sixteenth century, and that picture was given to give 
some idea as to what methods were used in persecutions and 
who were back of the edicts that called for t hose persecu-
tions. To more fully express the horribleness of persecu-
tion we need only to turn to a pictur e of how t he Mennon-
ites were pers ecuted in the latter part of t h e s i xteent h 
10 
century. One of the many accounts of the sufferings of 
those who died for t he faith is t hat of Maelyken Wens at 
Antwerp in 1573. The account says, ' There upon the next 
day which was t he sixth of October, t his pious and Godf ear-
ing heroine of Jesus Christ a s a l s o her fellow be l i ever , 
who in like manner had been condemned, were with t heir 
tongues screwed f ast, like innocent sheep brought fo rward, 
and a fter ea ch was tied to the stake in the market place, 
were robbed of life and body by a drea df ul and horr i ble 
fire and in a short time wer e burnt at the stake t o ashes . " 
usuch being the sta te of affa irs, the Mennonites 
were continually looking fo r pl a ces whe re t hey could wor -
ship without being disturbed or even f ound and condemned 
to death or imprisonment. The pl ace where t hese me etings 
were sometimes held were vacant buildings, private family 
homes or even out in the woods . nll But even t hen t hey many 
times were discovered and i mprisonment or deat h f oll owed. 
Hans Landes of Zurich was t he l ast Mennonite martyr fo r 
he was beheaded in 1614. Although Landes was t he l ast of 
the Mennonites to suffer t he death penalty, pers ecution 
continued unabated for the next two hundred ye ars. Espec-
10. The Mennonite, April 17, 1934. 
11. Ibid., April 21, 1932. 
ially severe were the measures passed by the Councils of 
Bern and Zurich during the ei ghteenth century. Beginning 
even as early as 1640, mandates were r ~peatedly renewed 
ordering the imprisonment of Mennonites . The pri s oners 
were to be visited by the Reforme d Clergyme n with a view 
of winning t hem back to the sta te church . Fa i lure t o comply 
was punishable by exile . I n cas e of r e turn t h ey were t o 
be whipped, branded with a hot iron and again exiled . Pris-
oners wer e f ed for mont hs on a bread and wat er diet. 
Pri s on cells were usually damp and foul and fu ll of di sease 
germs causing the prematur e deat h of many of the inmat es-. 
The property of those who were a rrested and condemned was 
frequently confiscated and given to t h e neare s t r e lat i ve 
of the Reformed faith, or turned over to the St a t e Church 
itself. A letter by t he one Swi ss minister in 1643 t o the 
elder o f t h e Mennonite congregation a t Amster dam, s t a t es 
0 $80,000 has been confis cated, and on that Easter Day of 
t h i s year thirty men a nd women are l y i ng i n filthy prison . 1112 
In 1711 persecution aga in broke out and Mennonites were 
again ordered to be cast into pr ison. Rewar ds were of -
fered for t heir arrest, 15 crowns for a woman , 30 for a man 
and 100 for a mini s ter. Secret meetings were p rohibit ed 
12. The Mennonite·, April 21, 19 34. 
and no one was permitted to give Mennonites any a ss i s t ance. 
One man was fined $300 for sh ielding his own wi f e. Reformed 
parents must di s inherit Mennonite children. The installa-
tion of a minister was puni sh able with a heavy f i ne. Returned 
exiles were thr eatened with a galley sentence •••• a t one . t ime 
there were over 40 Mennonites in pris on •••• And it was not un-
til the close of t he century when t he libera lizing inf l uences 
set in motion by the French Revolution made t h ems elves f e l t 
throughout Europe that democratic Switzerland r eached t he 
state of religious toleration atta ined by t he Dutch t wo hund -
red years earlier. 
It was but a small wonder t hat t hes e Mennonites finally 
began to look to for eign lands for a p l a ce where t hey would 
be given a right to worship a s they pl eas ed , keep t heir 
! race intact, a nd to be settled in a regi on where t hey would 
be in line for economic advancement. Mi gr at ions and t heir 
wanderings were next in order . 
1 
MIGRATIONS OF THE MENNONITES 
MIGRATIONS OF THE MENNONITES 
It was seen from the first chapter that t he Mennon-
ites had to suffer great pers ecutions and they were inter-
fered with not only in religion but socially a nd economic-
ally as well. As they were persecuted in Switzerland, they 
gathered up their few belongings and fled, singly or in 
masses, to foreign lands where they hoped to experience 
greater freedom, toleration and economic opportunities . And 
so as early as 1632, we find them in such numbers in Holland 
that they could gather in a conference and voice their oppo-
sition to the treatment that they were receiving . This con-
ference, held in Dort, Holland, in 1632, voiced a protest 
against ecclesiastical rule and a rigid liturgy and regis-
tered an appeal for simpler or ganization, worship and 
faith. But even eighty years earlier (1.5.54) t he Mennon-
ites were familiar people in Holla nd , for it was i n about 
that year that they divided into Flemings and Waterlanders. 
But, 13 "these were united in 1811, into one group called 
Doopsgezinde," And the· same source says that as early as 
1619 a separate Mennonite settlement was made at Rhijnsburg 
by the four farm brothers, - Van der Ko ddle. It was Wil-
liam of Orange who granted the Mennonites a settlement in 
13. Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 10, p. 190. 
the United Provinces near the end of t he sixteenth century . 
In 1626 their Confes sion of Faith was published; in 1626 
an association was formed among them and was strengthened 
in 1849, which in its organization resembled in some re-
spects that of the present Congregationalists in t he United 
St ates. As a result of Menno and his successors, laws were 
softened and improved. Each congrega tion chose its own 
pastor who was called an exhoiter, and not being supported 
by his people, provided for himself in the best way he could 
by engaging in business. Where no pastor could be obtained, 
the deacon and deaconess ministered respectively to the men 
and women. But even in Holland under the rul e of William 
they were not g i ven religious free dom as we think of it to-
day. "For hundreds of years Mennonites were expected to 
hold meetings in plain buildings pl aced in unconspicuous 
places. Sometimes there meetings were i n back s treets. 
Sometimes a tree was planted before t h e blind alley that 
led to the meeting place and, in other instances, the wor-
shippers had to cross barn yards to get to th e ir buildings . "14 
Having always to consider t hat they were being watched 
and suspected, the most natural places during the Reforma-
tion in which they worshipped were private houses or the 
woods. When they were tolerated and permitted to have houses 
14. The Mennonite, editorial, April 7, 1932, pp . 1-2. 
great weaving industry. And even in the ship building in-
dustry we find that the Mennonites left a trace of their 
sojourn. The following is an account from an old edition 
of the Mennonite Year Book r equoted, 17 
"At the time of the truce between the Spaniards and 
the Dutch in 1609, there lived at Hoorn, in North Holland, 
a Mennonite, Peter Jansen, who took the notion that he would 
build a ship of t h e same proportions as Noah's Ark, only 
smaller, t hat is 120 feet long , 20 feet broad , and 12 feet 
high. While he was building it, every one laughed at him, 
but he kept sturdily on and found in the end that it justi-
fied his expectations, for when l aunched it proved to be 
able to bear a t hird more freight than other ships of the 
same measurements, r equiring no more hands to manage it 
than they, and sailed much faster. The result was that 
t he Dutch built many others like it, calling them Noah's 
Arks, and they only ceased to be used after the close of 
the truce of 1631, because t hey could not carry cannons and 
were not safe aga i~st privateers. " That the Mennonites 
must have been influential people in the early history of 
Holland can be seen from the fact that one of the most 
precious t r easures t hat hangs in the Berlin Gallery is a 
p icture painted by Rembrandt to whi ch is g iven this title, 
17. The Mennonite, editoria l, July 2, 1935, pp . 3-5. 
,. 
' 
"The Mennonite." The subject of' the painting is a Dutch 
Mennonite minister, Ansloe by name, who is portrayed in 
lights and shadows that only Rembrandt could use so ef-
fectively, explaining the Scripture to a woman arrayed in 
the garb of a widow of the time. Sometimes the picture has 
been called the "Light" because of the effective use the 
artist made of the glow of the candle in the picture in 
bringing out the effective scene. 18 So we see that the Men-
nonites played an important part in the history of Holland 
and thousands remained there and many more are there today . 
But due to persecution and greater opportunities, thousands 
lef; . the shores of Holland for other lands in other parts 
of the world. 
Due to the fact that these Mennonites bad attracted a 
lot of attention in the weaving industry, Henry VIII of Eng-
land invited these Flemish Mennonites to settle in England 
and they were pioneers of the gr eat weaving industry of 
19 
that country. They had had a friendly int_erest in England 
for many years, for William the Conqueror had married Matilda 
of Flanders and so they expected a friendly reception. They 
also had formed friendship with the English Brownists of 
Independents who came over to Holland and there came in con-
18~ The Mennonite, editoriali March 12,- 1931. p . 1. 
19. Department of Commerce and Labor, Relig ious Bodies, 
Pt. 2, p. 40. 
Next we find that thousands of Mennonites went to 
Germany hoping to find their Utopia in th at nation. Sev-
eral times the rulers of Germany invited these sturdy and 
hard working people to their land. And even before the 
Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) we find th at Mennonites were 
22 
permitted to settle in the Palatinate, in South Germany . 
But persecution again broke out and the effects of the war 
-were so discouraging ~hat thousand_s again left for forei gn 
shores or other lands. And after we re alize t he full signifi-
cance of this Thirty Years' War -v,.re readily see that they were 
justified in leaving that country. Sweet 23 says, "Tb.ere is 
little doubt but that t his war was one of the most cruel and 
brutal in modern history. Seventy-five per cent of t he popu-
lation throughout Germany were kil led, wh ile the property 
loss was even greater, and it is an a ccep ted fact, based up -
on carefully gathered statistics, t hat the war set back Ger-
man material development by 200 ye ars. Southern Germany, 
or the Palatinate (and many Mennonite s had settled t here) 
was t he region wh ich su f fered most. But so fertile was the 
soil and so great was the recuperative power of t he people, 
because of their industry and agricultural skill , that soon 
after each i nvasion, the country was transformed from a des-
ert into a garden, only to ·attract other plunderers. But 
22. Department of Commerce, Mennonite Bodies, p . 5. 
23. Sweet, William, The Story of Relig ions in America, p . 33-34. 
as though the sufferings of the Thirty Years' War were not 
enough , Louis XIV of France on three different occasions 
(1674, 1680, 1688) in the last quarter of the seventeenth 
century sent his annie s into the Palatinate t o burn and to 
plunder. The greed and t he cruelty of t h e French, we are 
told, exceeded even th at of the Landsknechts of the Thirty 
Years' War, who drove nearl y 50 0 ,000 Palatines fl romtheir burn-
ing houses and devasted fields. Added to the terrible condi-
tions produced by t he wars and invasi ons were t he religious 
per s ecutions . The Treaty of Westphalia (1648 ) which marked 
the end of the Thirty Years' War provided for some degree of 
toleration. Catholics, Lutherans and Reforme d were t o have 
·equal rights of the Empire, though the individual princes 
could still restrict the religious freedom of their subjects . 
But neither Catholics, Lutherans nor Reformed respected the 
rights of the small sects, such as t he Mennonit es, Dunkers 
and German Quake rs . Thus , religious persecution, the t yranny 
of the petty rulers, destructive wars and genera l economic 
distress produced the ba ckground out of whi ch came Germa n 
emi gr ation to the American colonies. " Later we find tha t 
t he ttking of Prussia" had t aken a kindly interest in the Swiss 
Mennonites for several years . Realizing the va luabl e con-
tribution the Dutch Mennonites. had made toward the develop -
ment of the Vistula swamps 100 years earlier, he visited the 
Swiss refugees at .Amsterdam and invited t h em to locate in 
the East Prussia, in a section which had been largely de-
populated several years before by a pestilence. In return 
Bendict Brechtbuhl of the Mennonites was sent by the Swiss 
to interview the kind of Berlin and investigate the lands 
in question. After completing his mission .and visiting the 
Mennonites at Danzig and Elbing, he returned too l a te, for 
the Mennonites had departed and settled in various parts of 
the Netherlands and also they did not care to settle in a 
land that was -raked by pestilence. 24 From these discussions 
we see that everytime Germany was in need of some hard-
working settlers, the Mennonites were invited, only to be 
persecuted by other religious bodies, or succeedi ng rulers, 
and driven to other lands; but only aft er the y had improved 
certain sections, as the Vistula. So again, the Mennonites 
have also left their stamp upon the development of Germany . 
In the seventeenth century (1622) many were expelled b y 
Ferdinand II from Moravia an d Germany and he then spent a 
short time in driving them from section to section. Finally 
they went to Hungary and Translyvani a but moved from there 
to Russia. 25 Their stay in Hungary and Translyvania was of 
too short duration to influence the hi stories of that reg-
24. Smith, C. Henry, The Mennonites, p. 
25. Library of Universal K owledge, p. 616. 
Ji 
Translyvania new attacks by the Catholic clergy led them to 
a new emigration, this time to Roumania. Sixty-seven of 
their number departed secretly for that country in 1 767. 
But the Russo-Turkish War of 1768 compelled them to emigrate 
again and this time they went to Russia. 26 
Russian territory finally seemed the haven of all of 
the migratory tribes of the Mennonites and it was toward 
that nation that they were finally drawn in the latter part 
of the eighteenth century. It is with these Mennonites 
that this thesis will deal more fully, for most of t he Men-
nonites found in Kansas today came from tha t nation. The 
first large migration of Mennonites into Russia occurred in 
1770, 'When a large group came to that nation from Roumania 
at the insistence of the Russian General Semetin. They set-
tled on the estate·of Count Romantzov in the Ukraine. Good 
fortune came to them here and they prospered. They led a 
communal existence and every member was compelled to learn 
a trade. The settlement soon acquired an enviable reputa-
tion for the industry, frugality, and intelligence of its 
inhabitants. Their customs and mode of life were in str i k-
ing contrast to those of Russian peasantry and occasioned 
nruch comm.en t among their new neighbors. We are told t hat 
members of the nobility visited the community and expressed 
26. American Review of Reviews, August 1908, pp. 243-244. 
their gratification with what they saw. They admired the 
workshops, school, house of worship, dining-halls, child-
renst halls, apothecary shop, etc. The clothing of the 
brothers and sisters were very simple. The men wore short, 
black breeches, the sisters blue dresses, and white ker-
chiefs on their heads. Every traveler admired the little 
community~ The internal arrangement was as attractive as 
its internal relations. After nursing the child for one 
year and a half the mother brought it to the children's hall. 
A number of women were charged here with the care of the 
children, and especially with the preparation of their food. 
Two of the older children watched over the children at night. 
Wh en they reached the age of three they were brought to the 
large school. The members of the community came together 
every morning for their prayers and likewise at night for 
the evening prayers. This was only a small settlement in 
comparison with later ones which did not come into Russi.a 
until Catherine the Great came to the throne. The real mi-
gration did not begin till 1?83 and continued until about 
1824. The next settlements were on the banks of ttB Dnieper 
and around the Sea of Azov. 
It was in 1783 that the Crimean PeniIBlla and a strip of 
territory fronting the Black Sea were ceded to Russia by 
Turkey (close of the Russo-Turkish War). It soon occurred 
to the Em.press Catherine II, who was by birth a German prin-
cess, that the German Mennonites, whom she knew to be sturdy 
folk and splendid farmers, would. make good colonizers for 
this region. It was further hoped that they might inter-
mingle with the natives of the Black Sea Region, thereby 
improving the citizenship of Southern Russia. K owing the.r 
'!"! 
religious peculiarities, Catherine made important conces-
sions to induce them to settle in Russia. They were granted 
immunity· from military service, freedom of worship , and the 
privilege of local self-government. Furthermore each f amily 
was granted 65 des jardines ( about 160 acres). 27 "Other pri v-
ileges included such as that they might continue to speak 
their own language forever; to have their own school books 
in German and to have complete religious freedom. These were 
important concessions but Catherine was interested in build-
ing up the gr~at steppes wastes she had just acquired . The 
Mennonites sent scouts ahead and thei r report was acceptable 
to the settlement and so they moved once again from Germany, 
Roumania, Hungary and other na tions , over seemingly endless 
and arid steppes. Up to 1817l greater pr ivileges were 
granted to bring greater numbers. Some of the newer privi-
leges included: Protection from all attacks; exemption 
from taxation for 10 years; money for their journey, money 
and wood with which to establish themselves; freedom of 
27. Bradley, Glen Danford, Story of the Santa Fe, p. 115. 
trade and manufacture and a&ninistration of oaths in their 
own way. These new colonists settled near their brethern 
in the government of Tourid, and between1he rivers Molotchna, 
Dnieper and Tkimak, and from that time they continued to 
increase in numbers and prosperity. They were always pro-
tected and favored by the government ••• They enjoyed also a 
kind of popular government among themselves, for each group 
of towns was under a magistrate chosen by ·thems elves from 
among themselves and forming the organ of communication be-
tween them and the imperial government. All of these privi-
leges mentioned above had been sanctioned by the Russian 
and German governments. ~n 1861, the l ate emperor, Alexan-
der II, gave new lands and confirmed all the old conces-
sions to a colony of Mennonites vVllo established the.mselves 
on the Volga. These lands, indeed , a s well as t hose which 
Catherine had given, were not altogether without restric-
tion. The holders could bequeath them to their ch ildren or 
sell them to any of their community but could not part with 
them to any one except a Mennonite unle s s by express permis-
sion of the government. Of course, such privileges to a 
group of people in any land would arouse a spirit of jeal-
ousy and antagonism which would result in either a with-
drawel of those special privileges or in forced opposition 
to the government by those people tha t were not included 
in such concessions. And so it proved with t hese Mennen-
ites in Russia. The increase of wealth of these people, 
their refusal to intermarry with the natives, their re-
fusal to bear arms and other sp ecial grants a roused ser-
ious opposition on the part of the natives and t hus pres -
sure wa s brought on the government to withdraw t he se con-
cessions. Accordingly, in keeping with the agreement ma de 
by Catherine these privileges were to last unti l 1883 , so 
some pretext had to be sought to withdraw them before th at 
time. The French-Prussian War of 1870-1871 offered the gov-
ernment a solution for its embarrassment. Rus sia would re-
main neutra l dur in _, the conflict only under certa in condi -
tions and one of these was that Germany wit hdraw t he pol i t i -
cal guardianship which hitherto it had exerted over al l Ger-
man people residing in the Russian Empire. Bi smarc k acc eded 
to this condition only upon th e r equirement that the Ger-
man colonists, of whomethere were, including Mennonites, 
about 3 million, should be given 10 years in which to mi-
grate, in c ase they did not choose to become subjects of 
Russia. To this Russia assented, but t he Mennonites were 
not informed of this arrang ement. They were not c onc er ned 
with politics an d ordinarily r ea d no news paper excep t per -
haps their church publication. Had it not been for Cor -
nelius Jansen, a member of their faith who was Pruss i an Con-
sul at Berdiansk, the 10 years might have elapsed without 
the colonists having learned of the significant change in 
the Imperial Government's intentions. Had t his been the 
case, they doubtless wuuld suddenly have been compelled to 
submit to Russian demands such as enrolling in the army and 
attending Russian schools, which were controlled by the 
Greek Catholic Church. But Jansen, who of cours e was in 
touch with public events, informed high brethren of Rus-
sia's actions. Great excitement prevailed. The devout col-
onists could not think of changing their r e ligion or their 
country. Jansen advised th em to go to America , where he 
knew there was religious toleration. u 28 (There will follow 
an account of their preparation for leaving Russia in t he 
next chapter). Now they had to leave Russi a . Russia - the 
land where they were asked to settle under promises which 
would result in their development; Russia - the l and they 
had helped to convert from waste steppes into the grea tes t 
wheat region of Europe through hard l abor and the pl ant-
ing of a good variety of wheat (Red Turkey}; Rus sia - the 
l and that had let them live long enough _under their pecul -
iar farming, social and economic systems, to make them be-
lieve that at last they had found a permanent home; Russ ia -
the land where the rulers were plotting to overthrow them 
and force them to practices which were contrary to their be-
28. Bradley, Glen Danford, The Story of the Santa Fe, p . 113. 
liefs; Russia - the land that they would now leave for 
distant shores. 
A few did not wait for the return of the delegates 
that had gone to America to investigate conditions , but 
gathered their belongings and attached themselves to two 
leaders tliat were going to lead them into the desert wi i der-
nesses of Western Asia to seek a new land where they could 
believe and live as they wished.- J. B. Schmidt of Pawnee 
Rock, Kansas, tells many experiences of t his ca r avan as 
they crossed the desert wastes of Western Asia on the ba cks 
of cam.els. After traveling days and weeks throu gh blind-
ing sandstorms, under oppressive hot s kies, and with he avy 
hearts, they at last reached a sheltered valley in Asi atic 
Turkey and here they made their settlement. There t heir 
neighbors were Mohammedans and in the course of a f ew ye ars 
the two leaders differed in their religious bel ief s an d the 
settlement broke up and they a gain traveled t o t he shores 
of Turkey, where they boarded shi ps to America to j oi n t heir 
brothers who had gone directly to America from Russia . 
So the Mennonites wandered year after year, yes , cen -
tury after century in an attempt to find a land where they 
could live their life as they wished, where they could have 
opportunities for economic advancement, where their child-
ren would not come in contact with worldly p eople. And tha t 
land was America where years ago (1683) 0 several Mennonites 
had settled at Germantown, Pennsylvania, who wrote glowing 
accounts to their brethren in Holland and other European 
nations of the opportunities in A.rnerica.n29 
29. Department of Commerce and Labor, Religious Bodies, p. 404. 
LIFE OF THE KANSAS MENNONITES 
Many factors were responsible for the coming of the 
Mennonites to America. They may be listed in t h e follow-
ing order: 
1.) Economic crises following war and revolution. 
2.) Severe measures against all socialists and com-
munists and religious organizations. 
3.) Increase in prices in America by manufacturers. 
4.) Organization of societies for assisting emi-
grants both in Europe an d in America. 
5.) Protective measures adopted directly by the 
countries of origin and of destination. 
6. ) Formation of powerful shipping companies wi th 
lowered prices of trans portation. 
7.) High level of wages in the United St ates. 
8.) Cheap land in the United St ates. 
9.) Discovery of gold. 
10.) Crop failures of staples and poor crops . (1871-
18 79) • 
To this may be added the desire to avoid military 
services, although I am inclined to the belief that, in a 
majority of cases, this motive is only a secondary one. 
This belief is corroborated 11 by the experience of former 
years for it appears that during the year 1867-1868 t h e 
apprehensions then expressed by many that the new Prussian 
military law would drive out the best material f rom t h e 
country proved groundless. During that year, for ins t ance, 
of 132 emigrants who left the town of Reuteningen only 26 
were liable for military duty. It i s not t he fear of mili-
tary service, but a simple desire to better t heir condition 
that drives young men to emigra te. 11 3° This reason al s o is 
probably not r esponsible for emigr ations tod-ay, for we mus t 
only investigate the mi grations of the Mennonites from Can-
ada to Mexico and then back a gain, the mi gr at i ons of t he 
American Mennonites, and in none of these cases was mi l i -
tary training a contributing f actor. In every case i t was 
economics that drove the emi gr ants to new sh or es . 
Even when the Mennonit es f ound tha t the Rus sian govern-
ment was threatening to force t hem into- Russian citi zensh i p 
and their social order, they did not f lee i:ell-mell to oth er 
regions, but sent scouts ahe ad to inves tigate t he sugges ted 
regions. As was stated in the last chapter, Jans en sugges ted 
America and so a committee was appointed and $20,000 was col -
lected for ·their use. This was an opportune time. for just 
30. Abbott, Edith, Historical Aspects of the Emigration Prob-
lem. pp. 148-194. 
at this time the Atchison, To~eka, and Santa Fe Rai lroad 
;..' 
had thrown open thousands of acres of land to settlers . 
To fully understand t his important f actor of Kansas his-
tory it is well to explain th e land grants in detail, for 
the history of the Santa Fe r a ilroad and the Kansas Mennon-
ites are inseparable. Also many of the Mennonites purchased 
their land under these systems and it is interesting to see 
how these purchasing systems differ from our present sys-
tem. Building the Santa Fe across Kansas entitled t he com-
pany to about 3,000,000 acres of land. This was in a ccord-
ance with the Congressional Act of 1863 , which gave to the 
corporation 6,400 acres of land for each mile of railroad 
duly and satisfactorily construct ed . The lands were gr anted 
in alternate sections for a dist ance of ten miles on each 
side of the track . Or, to a id the i magination, the road 
was to run through the center of a 0 checker -boa rd t' strip 
t wenty miles in width, and every a lter na te square, mile of 
this strip belonged to th e railroad company. The r emain-
ing squares which comprised the othe~ half were retained by 
th e government. This was assuming t hat none of the lands 
along the prospect~ve rout e would have been t aken by set-
tle r s before the railroad was built. But since the rail-
road had been given 10 years in whi ch to construct its line 
the act of 1863 wisely provided that if the ro ad was built 
q 
befor ehand they wo~ld have to make provi s ions tha t the 
exact limits of the gr ant were to be det er mined and it 
was found tha t many portions of the se public lands had al-
rea dy been t aken up for settlement. In that case the com-
pany should be g iven the same amounts of l a nd e l sewhere . 
In other words , to receive compens at ions for l and s that 
might already have been preempted and t hereby cancel le d 
from th e regula r limits of it s 10 mile grant, the company 
should be awarded odd sections out s ide the t ermina l res tric-
tions, but farther wes t. I t was further p rovided that i n 
such event, no l ands f arther t han 20 miles from th e r a ilr oa d 
should be awarded; which was su ppos ed to guard aga ins t un-
fa irness, since the mar ket value of the land depended upon 
its proxi mity to t he railroad. nThus in effect ther e was 
crea ted on ea ch side of th e regular tract a su ppl ement ary 
ten mile zone from which the company was likewise gr an t ed 
alt ernat e sections of s o-c alled " indemnityli of "li eu 
lands . 11 And it s o happened that within t he eastern lim-
its of the grant between Atchi son and Empori a , practically 
all the public l ands had been t aken up f or settlement be-
fore the building of the road and t he conse quent withdr awel 
of t he gr anted l and by the Federal Land Office could beef-
fected. Accordingl y the indemnity l and zone began a t or 
near Cottonwood Falls ih Chase County, and to insure a full 
.. 
compensating acreage they extended westward about to Spear-
ville, in Ford County. As finally determined, therefore , 
the Santa Fe land grant comprised the odd numbered sections 
in a tract 40 miles wide and about 200 miles in length, 
extending from ne a r Emporia, well into Ford County, and a 
strip 135 miles' long from a point near Dodg e City to the 
Colorado line and 20 miles wide. 0 31 
The next problem was to dispose of this great tract of 
land, to secure enough revenue from the land to provide 
funds with which to run the railroad, and to bring in set-
tle r s that would g i ve the r ailroad business in the future . 
And the ~ennonites were t h ose settle r s t ha t would meet all 
three r equirements of the railroad . They on their arrival 
were looking for a new home; ge nerally they were capable 
of paying for th e lan d purchas ed and in the t h ird pl a ce they 
had proved to Europe t hat t he y were sturdy f armers and con-
sequently would produce exces s products wh ich would have to 
be hauled by the railroads , thus gua r anteeing an income from 
freight rat es . In order t o acquaint t he Mennonites with 
these conditions the railroad an d land companies used t hree 
method s: 
1.) A special stationer y was sent to foreign countrie s . 
2 .) Printed literature was sent. 
3.) Representatives were sent. 
In a letter from the ·Bur eau of In1migration, s1ate of 31. Bradley, Glen Danford, The Story of the Santa e, p . 109. 
Kansas, Topeka, Kansas , March 1,1867, to Ivir . F. G. Adams, 
we find that that bureau had decided to issue "immi gration 
paper" which contained blank s paces enough for the ordinary 
correspondence, but the fourth page of such material was 
printed with valuable informati·on concerning t he resources 
of Kansas and the possibilities for emigrants in that state. 
Such paper was distributed freely and the people became 
familiar with the conditions and possibilities of Kansas. 
Thousands upon t h ous ands of copies of printed litera -
tur e was distributed among the foreigners and a leaflet is-
used by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe under the date of 
1879 shows the plans worked out by the r ailroa d company and 
the possibilities th at were presented by the companies . 
This particular circular (leaflet ) was 29 inches by 11 inches 
with the title 0 Arkansas Valley Guide - Southwest Kansas . 
Prairie versus Woodland. 11 It had four l a r ge illustrations 
on the fro nt cover which illustrated the advantage of till-
ing prairie land over wooded land. It was a 16 pag e leaf-
let containing the following topics: Climate, Ti mber, Fruit 
Trees and Hedges, Facts worth Considering , Markets, Rare 
Opportunities, What can be Done with $1,000, Who Should 
Come, What It Costs, Stock Raising , Fruit Growing , a Land 
of Plenty, Title to Lands, How to Come, Land Agents, Go 
with the Tide, Fuel, Wheat Belt of Kansas, Lumber, Te r ms of 
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Sale Prices and Location of Land, Local Agents, and Maps . 
Under the title "What can be done with $1,000" we find the 
f ollowing printed information. "First payment on 160 acres 
on the six years' plan $150 , hous e of t wo rooms and s mal l 
kitchen $250, team and harness $180, breaking plow $22, 
harrow $10, cow $30, interest payment on land one year from 
purchase $35, total $667, leaving $333 for seed and support 
of family until crop can be raised . 11 32 The land could be 
purchased on the four plans commonly f ound at that time: 
11-year plan, the 6-year plan , 2- year plan , and t he cash 
payment plan. The following chart s illustrate in detail 
all four plans for 160 ac r es. 
$5 per acre 11-year credit pl an 
! 71,, Interest 
Date of payment Principal Interest Total 
Sept . 1, -1878 $ 80 . 00 $ 50 . 40 $ 130.40 
Sept. 1, 1879 50.40 50 . 40 
Sept . 1, 1880 50.40 50 . 40 
Sept. 1 , 1881 80 . 00 44.80 124 . 80 
Sept. 1 , 1882 80.00 39 . 20 119.20 
Sept. 1, 188 3 80.00 33.60 113 . 60 
Sept . 1, 1884 80 . 00 28 . 00 108. 00 
Sept. 1h ' 1885 80 . 00 22 . 40 102 . 40 
32. Martin ; George ·W. (Pr i nter), Kansas Publishing House, 
Topeka , Kansas . 
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Sept. 1, 1886 50.00 16 . 80 96. 80 
Sept. 1, 1887 80.00 11.20 91.20 
Sept. 1, 1888 80.00 5.60 85.60 
Sept. 1, 1889 80.00 80.00 
Total payments $ 800.00 $ 352 .·80 $ 1,152.80 
160 acres purchased at $5 per acre 6-year payment pl a n, 
2010 cash . 
Date of payment Principal Interest Total 
Sept. 1, 1878 $ 106.67 $ 37.33 $ 144.00 
Sept. 1, 1879 37.33 37.33 
Sept. 1, 1880 106.67 29.86 136.53 
Sept. 1, 1881 106.67 22.39 129.06 
Sept. 1, 1882 106.67 14. 93 121. 60 
Sept. 1, 1883 106.66 7.46 114.12 
Sept. 1, 1884 106.66 106.66 
Total payments $ 640.00 $, 149. 30 $ 789.30 
160 acres at $5 per acre t wo-year payment plan. 3010 cash . 
Date of' payment Principal Interest Total 
Sept. 1, 1878 $ 186.67 $ 37.33 $224.00 
Sept. 1, 1879 186.67 18 .67 205.34 
Sept. 1, 1880 186.67 186.67 
Total payments $ 560.00 $ 56.00 $ 'i 616.00 
Cash Payment Plan 
This was a sale whereby the whole amount of purchase money 
was paid down, and deed given. For cash they made a dis-
count of 33 1/31,, from the appraised price as follows: 
Sept. 1, 1878, 160 acres at $5 per acre •••••••••• $ 800.00 
Cash discount of 33 1/31,, off .................... 266.67 
$ 533.67 
All persons who bought on long credit coul d pay up at 
any time and r e ceive a liberal discount if p ayments were 
made before the date of maturity. Under such plans it was 
easy for the settler to make a start in f ar ming and t h e 
payments were not p r essed if the crops failed or other con-
ditions made themselves known to the railroad compani es . 
Other railroa ds issued literature of the s ame t ype but t he 
At~hi son, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad worked particu l arly 
with the Mennonites. Such opportunities aided by other in-
formatio n of the following tone, soon brought t h ousands of 
settlers. (This information is presented to show what en-
couraging information was printed and made available. It ac-
counts for the large influx of settlers, including Mennon-
ites, into Kansas, where they set up their new h ome.) The 
following is from a 42-page magazine published in May, 
1871:33 . Kansas "Climate. Located as it is between the 37 
and 40 parallels and the lines of Isothemy, running east 
33. Kansas Herald, J$nes Lathrop, April-May 1871. 
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through Sacramento in California, Kansas, Kentucky, North 
Carolina, and the same as that of Spain, Italy and th e Japan 
Islands, gives it, like the balmy name of these places, an 
atmosphere and geniality removed from the extremes of cold 
and heat, where it may be said, "December's as pleasant as 
May ." And thus situated the climate is admirable. The 
winters are only about six weeks long , and not severe; snow 
coming and going, some in that time . Spring opens in Feb-
ruary when plowing a~d sovving commences. Summers are warm 
with cool nights, refreshed with dews and plenty of warm 
rains and gentle showers, and are exceedingly pleasant and 
long. Timber abounds along all streams , in a bundance and 
excellant quality; about 1/3 of the bottoms are so covered. 
Coal is found cropping out in an accessible manner in all 
parts of the sta te - a valuable supply of material for fuel 
for all requirements. The most important and largest de-
posits of salt are in the "Bi g Bend" of the Arkansas River, 
and the salt works of R public County. The works cover an 
.0, 
area of 10,000 acres, Ml. ich in dry weather ar e covered 
with a white incrustation of s alt. A man may scrape up 
fifty bushels of this salt in a day. The soil of Kansas 
has been pronounced to be better than that of the bottom 
lands of the Nile or Arnagon or Shenandoah. Corn yiel ds 
from 50 to 100 bushels per acre. Cattle bought in Texas 
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at $3 to $5 per head can be fed on grass until fall and sold 
at 1ooi profit. Corn stalks growing 15 feet in height can 
be used for fuel. Wheat is grown upon bottom and upl and, 
and will grow and ripen without rain, making 30 bushels to 
the acre, and with rain 50 bushels per rn.ere. Between 2 or 
3 acres of ground produced 5,600 pounds of oats. 50 pota toe s 
make a bushel~ The article ends with the following poem: 
DECEMBER ' S AS PLEASANT AS MA.Y 
How joyous and happy the hours, 
When Kansas, fair Kansas, I see, 
Her climate, her prairies, her flowers 
Do all shed a sweet ness for me, 
Her mid-winter's sunshine is warm, 
Her herds in t h e village feel gay , 
Far distant from cold and from storms , 
December's as plea sant as May. 
Wild Kansas will soon be far knovm, 
And sweeter than music the story, 
Her hills and her valleys are sown, 
And t heir fruits put man in his glory, 
Her buffalo in large herds remain, 
In Kansas determined to stay, 
With us they join in the strain, 
December's as pleasant as May. 
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Content with my journey in the West, 
I 111 sing as I journey along , 
I will ask you to come and be blest, 
Come join with me in my song , 
We 111 plow and we'll pl ant in t h e sp ring , 
In sum.mer we'll reap and make hay , 
In autumn and winter we' 11 sing , 
December' s as pleasant a s Ma y. " 
Another pamphlet 34 gives the following average yields of 
crops produced in years preceding 1865: 
Corn produced from 50 to 70 bushels to the acre. 
Wheat produced from 20 to 40 bushels to the a cre. 
Barley produced from 40 to 70 bushels to t he a cr e. 
Oats produced from 40 to 80 bushels to the acre. 
Rye produced from 30 to 50 bus hels to the a cre. 
Potatoes produced from 100 to 300 bushel s to t h e acre. 
Sorghums produced from 100 to 300 bushe l s to t he acre. 
Hungarian produced from 3 to 5 tons to th e acre. 
Prairie Hay produced from 2 to 4 tons to the acre. 
Tobacco, hemp, riax, cotton are also raised in l a r ge quan-
tities.0 
With such glowing accounts of the possibilities of Kan-
sas to encourage these perseated, insulted and wandering 
34. State of Kansas, 1'1a.cdona l d and Baker, Top eka, Kansas, 1865. 
tribes of people, one can r eadily r ealize that many thou-
sands would be led to the shores of America. As that Men-
nonite peasant or farmer s a t perplexed as to whether he 
should flee from Russia which was threatening him with na-
tional absorption or whether he should remain and peace-
fully give in to that threat, t h i s literature gave him a 
ray of hope and it took only a representative or the return 
or the delegates to substantiate t he picture painted by the 
printed literature. His choice was i IILme diately made - to 
America, the Promised Land. 
The representative was hired by the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad and t his man (able to speak German 
fluently) would tour the various Mennonite settlements in 
Russia and explain the various hases of making the trip , 
land purchasing plans, the schedule of trips and t he rail-
road's connection with the settlers. Sometimes private 
land speculators from the eastern cities , as Boston and New 
York, would buy up thousands of acres of land in ;Kansas and 
other states and then would go to Europe t hemsel ves or send 
representatives, and then in turn would sell these thousands 
of acres to t h e new immigrants at a profit. 
The delegates, as mentioned before, were met at the .-
eastern port by a representative or representatives and 
these would take the delegates to the companies ' various 
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lands in the Middle West. The lands of the Dakotas were us-
ually shown first and then they were brought south. The Da-
kota lands were usually of too poor a quality. In Nebraska 
they were afraid of deep wells. They were used to dug wells · 
and since those in Nebraska had to be drilled the s e delegates 
passed up that state. The next stopping place was usually 
Harvey and Marion Counties, Kansas. They visited Kansas in 
August and the crops had only been fair that year. Millions 
of grasshoppers were everywhere and even the railroad rep -
resentative gave uplnpe of selling these Mennonites land in 
such a region, but with these objections, the delegates 
quietly said that they also ha d to contend with grasshoppers 
in Russia. With that they dropped on their knees and care-
fully inspected the soil. They found it both fertile and 
of good quality - black loam, and they, realizing the pos-
sibilities of this region, purchased 100,000 acres of land. 
But, before the deal was made they inqui r ed of the freedom 
of their religious worship, the freedom of their school, 
freedom from military training and other social condit i ons. 
When the deal was completed they returned to the East to 
board a ship for home. Some delegates were still skeptical 
about freedom from military training and so decided to go 
to Washington to ask President Grant himself concerning this 
freedom as well as the others. At that time Grant was on 
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his vacation at Long Branch, New Jersey, and so the dele-
gates went t here and presented th e following petition to 
him. 35 
"To the President of the United States of America: 
We, as a delegation of Russia with the intention to mi-
grate to the United States of America, petition the Presi-
dent of the United States of America on the following 
points: For at least fifty years we want to be entirely 
free from all military obligation. After fifty years we 
are willing to pay the amount tha t all the res t of t he Men-
nonites or peoples whose Confession of Fait h are against 
their taking up arms, pay. Otherwise, we are willing to 
pay all taxes and submit to a ll the laws of the United 
States like other citizens, that is, as long as they are 
not against our conscience of belief. The military ques-
tion drove us from Russia and we are seeking for a land 
where we can live peaceably a ccording to our fai th. We, 
also, ask the esteemed and excellent President of the United 
States whether it may be permitted to live in colonies or 
villages, to have our own schools where we may teach the 
German language, whether we will be free from holding pub-
lic offices such as judgeship, etc., and from sitting on 
Juries. On what condition will governme n t land be given 
35. Young, Gertrude s . Record Concerning Mennonite Immigra-
tion. 1873~ American Historical Review, Vol. 29, 
pp. 518-522. 
and how many acres will be given to one person? Will we, 
as Mennonites, be excused from talcing an oath? Will our 
"yes 0 and "no 11 be accepted by the government instead of 
the oath? Our Confession of Faith does not allow us to 
swear or take an oath. In case the government should later 
try to compel us to do something against our Confession of 
Faith, will we have a right to move out of the country? For 
all of these questions we ask a definite answer from the 
excellent President of t he United States of America so tha t 
we as a delegati on will be able to tell our oppressed peo-
ple in Russia something of the privileges of America. 
(signed) Paul Tschetter 
Lorenz Tschetter 
••••• When the German petition was read to him, the 
President answered, nrt will take a little time to g ive an 
answer to these questions • 11 So the delegates r eturned home 
with the understanding that the answer would be sent to 
Russia. In about a month the following answer came: 
11Washington, D. c., Spetember 5, 1873. To the Mennon-
ite Delegation of Russia to .America: The Honorable Presi-
dent of the United States of America gave me your petition 
to look over and as there are several questions of i mport-
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ance involved in your petition, I was not in a position to 
answer it without consulting authorities. The demanw in 
your document are: that your people should be free from all 
military service for 50 ye ars, and that after that you pay 
the same tribute as other Christians whose Confession of 
Faith does not allow them to take part in war; and also 
that you be excused from holding judgshi ps and from sitting 
on juries; and that you be allowed to manage your own school 
affairs. We say to your r e quests tha t holding office or 
sitting on jury, or managing school affairs are matters un-
der the control of the state ih which you reside. I, the 
President of the United $tates of America, cannot excuse 
you from those laws enacted in the state t hat you are liv-
ing in. The president of the United State s of America can-
not make you any promise in connection with your request 
from entire exemption from military service for 50 years, 
not for dealing with you after that as suggested in your 
petition. But we are sure - and it will prove true - that 
' the United States of America will not be entangled in any 
great war for the coming 50 years that would make it neces-
sary to molest you. But in case there should come a great 
war, I have not much doubt but that then Congress would 
find itself justified in finding a way to honor your faith 
without releasing you from the duties of citizenship or 
citizens. Excuse the delay in my answer a s I ha d to have 
a personal talk with the President in order to be able to 
write 1hi.s opinion or reply. With great respect, your obed-
ient servant, 
(signed) Hamilton Fish 
In Kansas we find tha t they were exempt from such mili-
tary service ~ for in the Genera l St atutes of Kans as3 6 we 
find t he following quotation: 
" •• ~Tha t the following p ersons are exempt ed from en -
rollment in the Militia of t h e st ate •••• , all pers ons who 
s hall, on or before the first day of May of each year, pay 
to the county treasurer of t~ e county in whi ch t hey may r e -
side the s um of t h irty dolla rs, for t he benefit of s chools 
and who shall make and file with t he county clerk of t heir 
county a n affidavit t hat t hey have cons cientious s cr uples 
against bearing ar ms. " 
The Mennonites were informed of a ll of t hese facts and 
decided that t hey would lea ve i mmedi a tely f or Ameri ca . Days 
and days of preparations were neces s a r y . Since t he rail -
roads furnished free freight rates to t h e i mmi gr ant s , the 
Mennonites took all the movable property t hat t hey had . 
Wagon, flower seeds, wooden dishes, clocks , cl<:>t hi ng and 
other trinkets were included in their ·movables. All of . t he 
36. General Statutes of Kans as. Chap . 64, Sec. 2, 1868. 
Mennonites did not come but thousands came to Kansas be-
tween the years of 1873 to 1883. As severa l thousands 
would leave and write back to the home folks, they would 
also gather together hundreds and they in turn would leave. 
All of the Mennonites that came to Kansas did not come from 
the s ame region, but came from different s ections as the 
Motoleschna, (Milk River), Ukraine, Ostrog , Poland and 
other regions. This probably is the r eason for finding 
many different branches of the Mennonites in Kansas. One 
of the first things that had to be done for t he trip was 
to secure a permit from the government to travel from the 
original settlement in Russia to the border of Russia. My 
father, Andrew Seibert, Jr., of Great Bend, Kansas , has 
his father's permit. This is a four-paged paper 8 11 x 13" 
in size dated August 28, 1874, on which a re named all the 
members of the family that are to leave Russia , Mr. and. Mrs. 
Andrew Seibert, Sr., and their nine children. It had to be 
countersi gned, sealed and stamped and presented a t differ-
ent passport cities. After several days' and even weeks' 
journey overland on wagons and sleighs t hey would finally 
arrive at the sailing port. Some went on trains and since 
the children had never seen a train, they would run in a ll 
directions as the locomotive pulled into the sta tion. Here 
they would have to spend some time packing their goo ds on 
the train. At the docking place they would have to qui te 
frequently wait several days until a ship would come t hat 
would be bound for America. Finally, the sailing day would 
come and t he n would come t he task of saying good-bye to 
friends - maybe even sometimes to children, parents, wives 
and husbands. 
Mrs. Jacob Rudiger of ne a r Dundee, Kansas., gave t he 
following information about t he voyage which was probably 
characteristic of many others experi enced by other emi grants . 
"We boarded a l arge wooden ship t hat was overcrowded 
with people and th eir belongings . The beds of t he ship were 
narrow and divided off into narrow sections by boards. 
This kept one from rolling out of bed as t he sh i p toss ed 
over the rough ocean. One of t he men died on the ship a s 
the ship was ready to leave, so t he wife had to r emain be-
hind for two weeks before t he next ship left. After a short 
time at sea, the ship broke down and s prung a leak and every-
t hing had to be transferred onto another ship a nd the jour-
ney continued. Soon after t h is a twelve-yea r old girl broke 
out with smallpox and so she and the mother were immediately 
taken into a quarantine cabin and all of t heir belongi ngs 
burned. The captain next ordered a l l the other passengers 
on deck for inspection for symptoms of smallpox. I, then a 
girl of 11 years, had a pimple on m~ chin and my mother was 
afraid that the captain would diagnose it as smallpox so 
she wrapped me in bundlesome clothes so my chin would not 
show. I passed inspection and everything resumed its regu-
lar routine. The small gi'rl .afflicted with t he smallpox 
soon died and a coffin of rough lumber and wei ghed with 
heavy irons was hurriedly made and t he girl was buried a t 
sea. Aft er four weeks (28 days) at sea we finally r eached 
New York City. It was here that we new arrivals t as ted 
our first oysters. None of us liked t hem. 11 
Many of the new arrivals did. not come i mmediately to 
Kansas but stopped in some eastern states for a few years 
to take up farming or work at some trade to earn enough 
money to begin farming in Kans as. My grandparents, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Boese, and children, stayed t wo ye ars in 
Ohio, where they tried farming . They liked t he cl imate 
but did not like the idea of clearing the l and of timber 
a nd fertilizing t h e land, s o they packed t heir belongings 
and came to the Mennonite settlement at Dundee. Mrs . Jacob 
Rudiger told the following about her early years i n .Amer-
ica before she came to Kansas. 0 1 , although only eleven 
years old, stayed with an "English" family in Pennsylvani a . 
They gave me the old clothes of the family and these were 
rem.a.de to fit me. I picked up chestnuts which I sold in 
the small town and sold them for 14¢ a quart and with this 
money I bought my school books w:q.i,ch consisted of a reader, 
arithmetic, speller and a geogr aphy. They furnished t he 
food but this cost was subtracted from what I earned. Af-
ter working a few years and having earned between $30 and 
$40 I left for Kansas to make my home." Thousands of others 
did the s ame thing , some working as blacksmiths, s tove mak-
ers, stone-cutters, lumbermen, farm hands, housekeepers, 
etc., and with what little they earned t hey c ame to Kansas 
and began a permanent settlement. 
As they would arrive in Kansas sometimes in winter or 
late fall it would give them no chance to ·build. houses in 
that short a time, so the r a ·1road (Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe) would furnish them with a round hous e, s ection 
house or any other type of shelter. Early the next spring 
the Mennonites would. go to th eir purchased land and br eak 
the sod. 
In the early Mennonite settlements the land was pur-
chased and farmed under the communistic sys tem. Thes e var -
ied sometimes in their arrangement, so a diagram will be 
presented in t h is t~esis of t he settlement at Dundee in 
Barton County, Kansas, and of' the settlement at Marion and 
McPherson Counties, Kansas, which will be presented later. 
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The settlement at Dundee was originally planned for 
20 families and they took all of Section 16 (Liberty Town-
ship, Barton County) under the homes'tm.d act, and all of 
section 9 they purchased from the Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railroad under the 11-year payment plan which has been 
discussed before. On section 16 they built their houses 
and · each family was given 32 acres on this section. This 
land -was left in sod for a communistic pasture. Section 9 
was divided into 32-acre strips running in a north-south 
directi on. These strips were farmed and it was here t hat 
the crops were raised. The p l ans did not work out as they 
were planned, for only fifteen families came as a few 
stayed behind and others rema ined in the eastern states 
for a few years to earn a l i ttle money to begin with out 
on the prairies of Kansas. Only a few of the original set-
tlers of this colony are left. A few of them that were small 
children of young age and these were Mrs. Jacob Rudiger, 
Reverend J.B. Schmidt, Andrew Seibert, Tobias Unruh and 
others. 
The houses of this colony were built of lumber four 
inches thick and six inches wide and usually in lengt hs 
that varied from 10 to 20 feet. This lumber was shipped 
in from Michigan and was of soft pine. Each piece of lum-
ber was drilled through with a one-inch auger or bit at 
about one or two-foot intervals and instead of nailing these 
6c 
boards together they were put together with pegs and so 
the house could be taken apart at any time and moved to 
a new locality. The ends were 0 pigeon-tailed '' or "joined" 
so that the corners would be snug and smooth. The r aft er s 
were of 3" x 3". The ceiling was of 311 x 10 1i or 2" x 12 11 
and a ladder nailed a gainst the wall led up through a hole 
in the ceiling to the upstairs. The floo r s, if boarded, 
were of 211 x 12" material. But usually the floors were of 
the bare ground that was rolled and tramped smooth a nd hard . 
The shingles were of the r egular manufactured t ype. There 
were usually two windows in the room, having f our window 
panes each 9l " x 11½". Three beams, each of 6n x 4n lum-
ber supported the ceiling of the loft. The rooms h ad a 
7-foot ceiling . There were several styles of houses, most 
of them modern and a few like those in Russia. The modern 
ones were of the 2-room and 3-rooru type as t he i l lustra -
tions will s how. The t h ird plan is tha t of t he s t yle f ound 
i n a few places. It was based on t h e t ype found i n Russ i a 
where the barn and the house were all in one part with 
two rooms. 
These houses were all built in a straigh t line and 
placed at an exact distance apart, in sp ite of all obs t ac -
les, and even if the house happened to come in the middle 
of the road, as was the case of the house of a Mr. Schultz 
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in the Dundee community. One house was built out of line 
and that was the house of the "Schultz" who was the leader 
of the community. His home was built near the school a nd 
was used as a council meeting house. 
Soon after the community was started a stone school 
house was built of native stone that was hauled from a quarry 
near Olmitz. This building was also used as the church of 
the community. It had two windows on both the north and 
south sides. It contained a heating stove of the old type , 
rude desks and benches and a simple altar. It was to this 
school that the children of the community went. They us-
ually had two teachers, one that taught English and one t hat 
taught German. The subjects taught were arithmetic, read-
ing, spelling and a little geography. The teachers "boarded" 
around and when they were asked if they always got enough 
to eat they said, "Sometimes we don't get enough to r each 
the ribs," meaning that they could not put on weight on 
the fare. A "smattering" of religious history and cate-
chism was taught in the school under the direction of the 
German teacher. 
The clothing of these settlers was usually simple but 
roomy. All of the men's clothes were hand made. The trous-
ers had six pleats behind and three on each side. The shirts 
were of blue color and roomy. The shoes worn by the men, 
women and children were wooden shoes. These had only a 
leather strap over the toe and were slight ly hollowed out. 
The women and girls wore cotton dresses. All of the girls 
and women wore caps which had a ribbon bow-pleated over 
the top and nice ribbon to tie in a bow at the throat. 
The older women wore black or brown shawls over t hese caps. 
These s hawls were folded in a triangle and tied under the 
throat. The third point would hang down at the back . In 
the corner of this third point would be an embroidered 
flower in bri ht colors. All new fashions were fought over, 
usually in the church "bruderschope" meetings. 
The furniture was usually very simple and scarce. 
Boxes and benches would serve as chairs . Tables were al -
most always home made. The stove needs special attention. 
It was usually made of stone and sometimes located in the 
corner of three rooms so it could heat all of them at t he 
same time. This stove was several feet high, in a circu-
lar shape and had thick walls. It was usually heated with 
straw, stalks and wood, and on bitter cold nights t hese 
people would sleep on the top of the stove. The chimney 
was a large affair and had a niche in it. When meat was 
to be smoked thoroughly, they would hang it in the niche 
where they would leave it hanging until used in the late 
summer. When bread was to be baked, the stove was heated 
to a hot temperature and when the dough would be r eady, the 
wi f e would quickly scrape out the ashes, mop the ins ide of 
the stove, lay cabbage leaves on the floor of t he s t ov e and 
dump the dough on it. The stove door was then sea led shut 
and the bread was a llowed . t o bak:e itself in t hi s 'firel ess" 
stove. After it was baked it would be removed as one lar ge 
loaf. Feather beds were i n style and ever y bride was ex-
pected to bring a l a r ge dowr y of fea t he r beds and pillows 
stuffed with goose feat hers. The children usual l y slept i n 
the loft as is mentioned before. Few pictures were on the 
walls and t hos e that would be f ound there would us ually be 
pictur es of some member of t he f amily s et i n huge f rames. 
The food was usually very s imple. Mea t s were us ually 
pork and beef and at Thanks giving and Chris t mas t ime the 
f amily would be treated to smoked goose. All of t he other 
ducks a nd geese were sold becaus e money at t hat time was 
scarce. The bread was usually "black 0 bread or at least 
had only a little white flour mixed with it. Potatoes were 
also a common article on the menu. Fr y ing was t he usual 
way of pr eparing t hem. Molasse s was made by cooki ng beet s 
and carrots together and a dding sugar. The childr en ' s 
lunch consisted of panc akes made of coa rse rye flour mi xed 
with water and rolled out flat into a cake, a nd the molass es 
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mentioned above was then spread over them. Another common 
food was made of a grain called "haize. " Thi s was a pl ant 
producing a kernel like Germ.an millet, but it was wh ite i n 
color. This kernel was cooked with sweet milk and f lavor ed 
with sugar. Mrs. Jacob Rudi ger brought t wo pounds with her , 
but at the present time ther e is none found in any par t of 
t he settlement. Barsch was and is a very common f ood . I t 
consists of mixing beets and cabbage together and puttj_ng 
them in l ar ge jars of pottery or bar r el s like sauer kraut. 
After it sours t he cabbage and beets are removed from t he 
salted brine and washed and then are sliced and diced into 
small pieces. The fruit usually consisted of c ooki ng prunes, 
rais i ns a nd sour milk together. The cheeses were not eaten 
but rather sold to help rais e money for t h e l a nd payment s . 
Only t he very ric h would be able to afford chic kens, s o 
eggs were a rare article on the bill of fare . Pi c kl es were 
pr epared in 50-gallon barrel s and dill p ickl es were the 
most common. 
The f a r m animals were well t aken care of , and es pec-
ially was this true of t h e cow. The stable wa s a l ways at -
tached to the house and it was kept as neat and clean a s 
the house. Each day the barn was cleaned and_ s crubbed . The 
cows were put in the barn a t the first cold weather and did 
not leave the barn until warm weather set in in the s pri ng . 
Whenever a disease broke out among the anima ls of the com-
munity, all of the cracks in the barn were stuffed s hut so tha t 
the disease would not be able to get in. In extremely cold 
weather the cows would sometimes be brought into t h e house . 
Horses were scarce in the early settlement and so oxen had 
to be used for the farm work. Many times one f a r mer would 
have an ox while another had a hors e, so an agreement would 
be r eached whereby they would use ea ch other's animal and 
work them as a s pan. The fee d for t he ani mal s would be kep~ 
up in the loft in Russia, but i n Kansas mos t of it was s tacked 
just outside the barn. 
The crops generally raised were wheat , corn, hai ze, 
sorghum, broom corn and h ay. The wheat was cut wit h s cyt hes 
and tied into bundles, and t hen thr eshed with a fla i l or by 
l ~tttng cattle trample it out of t he heads. Later t he 
separator was used, but this s t ill was not t he s e lf-feedi ng 
type. Very little of the whea t was u s ed t hen a t home but 
most of it was sold. It was t h eir greatest source of i n -
come for their l and payments. Corn wa s not very productive 
but enough for their hogs was usually produc ed . Ttlre hay 
was produced on Section 16 which was not allowed to be broken 
up. On this also were pastured a ll of t he cattle of the com-
munity. The boys of the village ha d to t ake turns at her d~ 
ing the village's cattle and were r es pons ible for t heir 
care during the day. 
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All disputes and business was settled by the '' schultz" 
and council which in a ll cases were elected by the popula -
tion of the village. No saloons were allowe d in t he vil-
l age and the use of liquor and tobacco was scorned. I t was 
only in time of very important business that t he vi l l agers 
went to town. Then they would go in a wagon sometimes drawn 
by two horses, two oxen, or even a hors e and an ox . The 
grain was all hauled to Breat Bend , for t h e station a t Dun-
dee had not yet been built. 
This colony lasted only a few years a nd t hen the dif-
ferent families separ ated and purchased l ar ger tracts of 
land in nearby localities. The land originally owned i n 
the communistic system never was actua lly in t he hands of 
the settlers but t he railroad company reta ined t he deeds. 
The breaking up of the communistic system was pr obably du e 
to the f act tha t the members s aw t he advant a ge of i ndivid-
ual farming and also there developed a quarrel between t h e 
members as to the r eligious beliefs of SWedenborg . As t h e 
colony broke up this settlement was made hi s tory, for they 
settled on other tracts of land and eve r ything was moved 
away excepting the school house-church , which i s s till 
standing on the original site and wh ich was still being 
used a few years ago. There is a movement on among the 
Mennonites to make this a historic park . One room of Miss 
Effie Rudiger's house on the original site also still stands. 
This is of the old pegged type. Sidings have been nailed 
over the pegged boards so it is not as conspicious as the 
former types. The cemetery also is still in its original 
place. But with the exception of these three t hings , noth-
ing is left of the communistic community of Dundee. 
Most of the fa rmers settled in nearby lands, but others 
sometimes moved some distance away. My mother 's family, that 
of John Boese, lived in Western Barton County, while father's 
family moved to eastern Rush County. Both lived for some 
time in sod houses. These houses were built near the lo-
cation, with a breaking plow drawn by a yoke of oxen. 
The sod was then cut into p ieces 2 feet long and 6 or 7 
inches wide, and 3 or 4 inches thick. The sod pieces were 
then flipped on a board and carried to the house site. 
Two pieces of s od were first l a id s ide by s ide around the 
wall measurements. Then for the next layer, the sod was 
laid crosswise and t he next layer lengthwise, and so on, 
alternating with a lengthwise and a crosswis e layer. The 
walls were smoothed off as it was built up. When the walls 
were completed, they secured r after logs from the Dry Wal-
nut Creek. One beam was laid lengthwise with two props un-
der it. The rafters were then laid across the walls and 
beam. Fine brush was then laid over the rafters. Long Sleugh 
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grass or bluestem grass was n ext piled over the brush and 
then a layer of sod pl aced on top of this for the roof . 
Lime stone dirt was made into whitewash a nd with t hi s t he 
walls were painted once or twice a year. The floors were 
of dirt, as was the u sual custom. As the f amilies progr essed 
they pa id for th e land , built l ar ge s epar a te barns , ot her 
buildings, ,:and finally large moder n h ouses. The houses were 
improved l ast. 
1.he settlements in Marion a nd McPherson Counties were 
made earlier than t h e one at Dundee. The followi ng di scus -
sion on the early settlement in these two counties is t aken 
from Bradley's "The Story of the Santa Fe. n37 "In t he win-
ter of 1869-1870 the firm of Case and Billings, Santa Fe 
land a gents at Marion, h· d sold to M. W. IG.ein of Johns -
town, Pennsylvania},_ a Mennonite r ecently arrived from Eur-
ope, a tract of s om-e 5., 000 acr es. The pur chas e proved s at-
isfactory and others soon followed. " These soon corres -
ponded with home folks and hundreds followe d . C. B. Schmi dt 
was the representative appointed by the Santa Fe Railr oad 
and he met Jansen and t he oth er del egates as has been di s -
cussed before. The following is again t aken from t he above 
source and gives some information as to the experienc es of 
one of the early s ettlers. lt'!Jifuen finally we ha d bought t he 
land, 12 sections, we let our p eople follow us •.••. We were 
making preparations for t heir arrival. We hurried namely-
-37. Bradley, Glen Danford. The Stor y of t h e Santa Fe. p.111. 
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to get ready with everything before the winter. I rented 
an empty store, bought a stove, table, two horses and a 
wagon. On a Saturday night our people arrived at Peabody. 
Sunday we rode out upon the land. John Fast, Sr., who al-
r eady lived here, came with a conveyance to get people, al -
so Wilhelm Evart, 1.[rs. Peter Funk and John Ra tzlaf f sent 
teams. I took my family in my own wagon; it was t he 17th 
day of August when we rode from Peabody onto the land, 14 
miles northwest. I had loa de d some lumber and utensils 
and my family on top . We were others loaded . So we rode 
in the deep grass to the little stake t hat mar ked t he spot 
I had chosen. When we reached t he same I stopped , my wife 
asked me, "Why do you stop?" I sa id, nwe are to live here. tt 
Then she began to weep. Se eral families moved into Mr . 
Funk's barn ••••• We built light boa rd shanti es , dug wells , 
in three weeks it began to r a in, th ere came a heavy rain. 
We rented s ome plowed land from 11English neighbors, " who 
lived on sections 12 and 14. Seed wheat was 70¢ in price . 
Corn was high prices, there had been no crop that year , it 
was $1.25; potatoes were $2 per bushel . The first sowed 
wheat brought a bountiful harvest the next year . We had no t 
sowed very much but that little brought much. That gaveuus 
courage. We were all poor peopl e , many families owed their 
traveling expenses. They had to go in debt for land , oxen , 
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plow, farmer's wagon and even their sod house; they had 
to have provisions for a year; there was no chance of earn-
ing something ••••• So t here was no other way than to borrow 
money. But where ? '' They finally received fou r loans for 
$1, 000 each from fellow Mennonites in other parts of Kans a s 
and Nebraska ••••• "So we sat in our poor sod houses s ome 2 
feet deep in the ground, the walls of so d , our roof of long 
reed grass, tha t reached into the pr airie. In part we were 
glad to have progressed so f a r before t he winter, but we 
did not think of th e great danger we were in, as we lived 
up to knee middle in the prair i e . But t here we had a dear 
"English" nei ghbor on s ection 12 , John Ri sel y , had seen the 
prairie fire in the west, s o he went for h i s 5 pai rs of 
oxen a nd big prairie plow, and p lowed 5 or 8 times a r ound 
the village wit h his 5 yoke of oxen, and brotherly told us, 
'Now dea r p eople, burn off t he grass between t he furrows , 
else all you have may burn .' And we f ollowed h is advis e •• .. . 
When the crops failed especially in t he year 1879 - grass-
hoppers came, a nd we could not make our payments a t the ap-
pointed time. But t h e company ha d pity and patience with 
us." The following is a diagr am of t he s od grass house t ha t 
the above speaker described.38 
39. The New Rocky Mountain Tourist, 3rd ed. 1878, p . 10. 
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SOD HOUSE AS FOUND IN MARION COUNTY 
Many of the early arrivals were quartered in the King 
shops of t he Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe r ailroad a t 
Topeka during the winter and t he Topeka bus ines s men en-
joyed a prosperous season with t hese Mennonites, some of 
whom were rich. The next s pring t hey left for t heir l and 
cla ims in McPherson and Marion Counties . Here the land was 
l aid out in t he communistic sty le similar to the one found 
in the Dundee settlement. 
"In appearance, the Mennonites a r e a s ingular people. 
Many of them are very da r k compl exioned, with great shaggy 
heads of hair and p iercing eyes. They are very mus cul ar, 
especially the women, and so nearly alike in t he dress of 
the sexes tha t it is often almost i :-npos s i ble to tell a 
woman from a man. Their ordinary gar ments are made of 
s heepskin with t he wool-s ide in, and for both men a nd women 
t he outer ga r ment cons i s t s of a p l a in waiste of cheap ma -
terial or bodice, to which a skirt of sheepski n , a l s o with 
t he wool side in, is gathered and sewed . The principal 
means of distingui shing t he men a nd women among newl y ar-
rived Mennonites is t he length of t he s kirt, tha t of t he 
men reaching just below t he knee, while t hat of the women 
f alls half way between the knee and the ankle . N
0
ble L. 
Prentis39 visited these Mennonites at their settlement at 
39. Prentis, Noble L. Kans as Miscellanies. 1889. pp . 147-154. 
Gnadenau . Here he saw immense flower gardens, large patches 
of watermelons, which was a popular food among these peo-
ple, and immense rows of fruit trees. Some even had large 
tracts of mulberry trees, the leaves of which were fed to 
the silk worms . The houses were bare of all decorations 
and curtains . Only a few books were seen in the homes and 
these were ponderous volumes printed in German. They were 
all r eligious books . In t h is settlement, too, a ll of t he 
houses were arranged in one long row. " The followi ng is a 
pl a n of their land l ay-out. 40 
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40. Western Magazine , J anuary , 1881 , pp. 303-307. 
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The Mennonite is credited with bringing many new pro-
ducts to Kansas. Some of thes e were alrea dy her e but the 
Mennonites developed them to a high degree of perfec tion. 
The first of these is the mulberry tree as mentioned before. 
These served. not only as a food s uppl y f or the fine s i lk 
worms, but as a source of food for the settlers and a l s o as 
a shade tree. The second was t he "haize u which served as 
a food supply but seemingl y has become lost. Even in the 
line of c attle t h e Mennonites proved i mportant as t he fol -
lowing quotation shows: " In 1872 the hoof pestilence aga in 
attacked the catt l e and nearly wi ped them out. The farmers 
then bought from the Mennonites of Molotsch a sort of red 
milk cow. They were called .American cows and were excel-
lent milkers, superior to any there before. n41 
But it was in wheat that the Mennonite has left his 
mark for evermore. For thi s product alone, it is well to 
spend some t ime in its history . "The development of wheat 
shows what has been done with one crop, and is evidence of 
what can be done with other crops. Prior to 1875 Kansas 
had not produced as much as 10 bushels of wheat a year, 
and no one supposed that Kansas would be a great wh eat 
state."42 
41. Morganstern, William, Kansas Historical Collections, 
Vol. XV, p. 58. 
42. Isely, Bliss. Topeka Daily Capital, August 28, 1928. 
"During their century in Russia the Mennonites 
grew a variety of wheat which they called Turkey Red, be-
cause it was red in color and because they had obtained the 
original seeds from Turkey. Each of the Mennonite farmers 
who came to Kansas in 1874 brought a small quant ity of Turk-
ish Red Wheat for seed. The painstaking care in selecting 
the seed is illustrated by the story of Anna Barkaman, 8 
years of age, who selected two gallons of seed wheat for 
her father to take to their new homes at Hillsboro, Kansas. 
She selected one grain at a time. In other families the 
little children were assigned the same task of selecting the 
grains from a wheat bin ••••• Neighbors of t he Mennonites in 
Kansas discovered that the foreigners had a superior brand 
of wheat better suited to the climate t han va rieties prev-
iously grown. More wheat was imported from Russia for 
seed ••••• " A London merchant said, "Kans as wheat l ands lea d 
the world in wheat production. No other wheat has so much 
gluten and nerve-building material. It has become so popu-
lar on the continent tha t our dealers have to carry it re-
gardless of profit of product or price. 043 
The introduction revolutionized the milling industry 
and even caused the development of some cities as "Kansas 
City owns her pre-eminence a s a milling center of the best 
quality wheat in t h e world to a group of Mennonite children 
43. Isely, Bliss. Topeka Daily Capital. August 30, 1928. 
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in Crimea in the '?O's who as a preli minary to a migration 
to America picked up the best products of their parents' 
bins - one gr a in at a time." 44 It was not only the variety 
of wheat tha t ca used t h is revolution of wheat raising but 
also the indus try of th ese new immigrants. These Mennonites 
from centuries had proved to Europe t ha t they were outstand-
ing f a r mers and they soon proved to Kansas and all America 
that they were the same industrious sturdy farmers in the 
New World as in the Old World. One of the principal re asons 
for their success in whe a t rai sing was t he fact t ha t t hey 
believed in nplowing t he dew under. " This meant simply tha t 
these f ar mers would work from early morning in t heir fields, 
and naturally would r esult in a better seed bed and conse-
~uently in a better yield. Te distinction of Kansas as a 
wheat state rightly belongs to the credit of t he Mennonites. 
Several hardships have already been mentioned , viz ., 
debts, friendlessness, want of modern equipment and facil-
ities, sicknesses with no medical facilities avai l able, 
low prices, no available means of travel, scare of Indian 
raids, extreme winters s uch as 1898, a nd pestilence among 
the animals. Many came with the grasshoppers but they out-
stayed them. Many mor e came when I ndian raids were still 
common on the .frontier and t h e hardships of other frontiers-
men also had to be encountered by these late arriving Men-
nonites. 
44. Isely, Bliss. Kansas City Star·, June 5, 1927. 
The Kansas Mennonites have always been interested in 
education. Never has there been a serious objection to 
public education. It is true t hat they are interested in 
German and Bible schools during the summer time but t hese 
do not interfere with the regular terms of public schools. 
Few Mennonites attend denominational schools besides t heir 
own, a few more are attending our state institutions , but 
as would be expected most of them attend their own colleges. 
Orig inall y the Mennonites were opposed to seeking po-
litical offices and took no part in the affairs of the sta te 
and even today we find tha t few ever seek a politica l of-
fice. They take an active part in voting at election times 
and the ma jority of them lean toward t he Republican party 
because of their admiration for William McKinley, who be-
friended t hem when they were earl y settlers in Kansas . But 
today a few even run for office for we find " in Kansas in 
1928 a son of an early Marion County settler was a candi -
date for secretary of state. 11 45 And a few others have 
been candidates for county offices. But genera lly speak-
~ng they still do not seek. political offic es . 
Since there are 12 denominations of Mennonites in 
Kansas it is difficult to put into general s t a tements t he 
beliefs of ·t he Mennonites. But generally speaki~n~g..,,......t_h_e __ _ 
45. Sallet, Richard. Hays Daily News, July 8, 1932. 
following are the major ones that are practiced by some of 
them or all of t h em: 
1.) Refuse to take an o ath. 
2.) Baptism on faith a lone and conse quent ly no in-
fants are baptized . 
3.) R9 fuse to bear arms. 
4 . ) Refuse to serve as judges or on juries. 
5. ) Believe that the New Testament teachings have 
supplanted the teaching of the Old Testament. 
6.) Do not believe in the Trinity. 
7. B9 lieve that in th e eucharis t t he wine and bread 
·are symbols for t he blood and body of Christ. 
8. ) Disc our age li f e insurance. 
9. ) Believe that Christian living is t he highest 
ideal of lif e and not merely church attendance. 
10.) A disobedient brother or sis ter is excommunic a ted 
from the church, other brothers and sisters and 
even other members of their f amilies in some 
cases. 
11 . ) Do not believe in intermixing with other races. 
12 . ) Have a simple religion wi th not many formaliti es. 
13. ) Preachers are not pa id a regular s al a ry. 
14.) Churches are generally built out in t he country. 
15 .) Do not believe in honors or in seeking glory for 
themselves . 
It must be remembered that the Mennonites have no 
creeds and that is the r eason for so many peopl e be long -
ing that have different beliefs and also accounts for 
so many different branches of the Mennonites even in t he 
state of Kansas. Since this thesis is more interested in 
the social, economic and political history of t he Mennon-
ites, the different sects will be herein only mentioned for 
enlightening purposes. 
1.) Brudeerholf - communi s tic property - German. 
2.) Amish - bearded - hooks instea d of buttons . 
3.) Old Order Am.ish - conservative di scipline - German. 
4.) Conservative Amish - aggressive church services. 
5.) Reformed - no origina l church. Ri gorous di s cipline. 
6.) General Conf erence - paid ministry - educational -
modern. 
7.) Church of God in Christ - new interpretation. 
8.) Old (Wisler) Mennonite - Dort Confession of Faith . 
9.) Mennonite - bearded. 
10.) Defenceless Mennonite - about t he same as Amish . 
11.) Krimmer Brueder-Gemeinde - baptize backward. 
12.) Schellenberger Brueder-Gemeinde - b~ptize frontward. 
Again, since there is no creed there is a wide differ-
ence between the beliefs of t he members of each one of the 
above sects. In many cases there exists the greatest har-
mony between the different Mennonite churches and recently 
many movements have been begun to unite all of them under 
one body. As will be seen in the next chapter, great pro-
gress and changes have taken place among the Mennonites. 
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THE FUTURE OF THE KANSAS MENNONITES 
THE FUTURE OF THE Kl1.NSAS MENNONI TES 
The last chapter of this thesis will deal with t he 
changes recently adopted by the different sects of Men-
nonites, and t he future li f e of t h i s strange group of peo-
ple and the influences made by t he Mennonit es upon the 
history of Kansas . It will a lso cont a i n other interest-
ing and i mportant f a ctors about t he s e nineteenth century 
emi gr ants. 
In the first pl ace, in chapter t hr ee it was point ed 
out t hat t he Mennonites ha d p l ay ed an important part in t he 
history of Kansas because of their development of wheat, 
mulberry trees, "ha ize " , etc., i n t he line of agricul t ura l 
products. This chap ter will pr esent other f a cts t hat show 
t hat the Mennonites were i nfluential i n other lines . For 
instance, '1The son of an inf l uenti a l Mennoni te in Kansas 
is now one of the le a ding men in t he Ameri can milling i n-
dustry, and is one of t he 150 industrial l eader s whom Presi -
dent Hoover invited to Wa shington to a Conference aft er the 
New York Board of Tr ade Crash . 11 46 
In literature the Mennonites have not cont ributed any-
thing of importance. 
46. Sallet, Richard. 
However, in the f i eld of hymns , sev-
Ellis County News. Jul y 14, 1932l 
eral Mennonites have achieved great success. "There is 
preserved a hymn written by Menno Simons. Christopher 
Dock, the pious school master of the Skippack and German-
mwn in Pennsylvania, was the author of several hymns the 
best known of which are "Mein Libensfaden l auft zu Ende " 
and "Ach Kinder, woldt ihr lieben, so lieben was libenswert. n 
An examination of th e uGesangbud of th e West Prussia n Men-
nonites 1873, reveals hymns by the following Mennoni t e 
authors: J 0 hn Elenberger, born 1800 and John Ma lenar. 11 47 
In discussing the social standards of t he Mennonites 
it will sometimes be necessary to refer to a particular sect 
of t h em for they have such different standards even in dress. 
Speaking generally of all of them we find that they are hon-
est, industr ious and plain ·n clothes. Formerly th ey shunned 
other races of p eople, and even sometimes other sects of the 
Mennonites, but today this great barrier is being rapi dly 
broken down and we find Mennonites associa ting everywh ere 
with other classes of people - in business, in society , 
in economics, and even to some extent in r eligion. The 
Old Mennonites and the Amish Mennonites let their beards 
grow from young men on. The beards of the Old Mennonites 
are light (white) in color while those of the Amish are 
reddish-black (sandy) in color. The Amish do not wear but-
tons but rather use hooks and eyes. The men all dress 
47. The Mennonite, editorial April 14, 1932. 
alike in a blue or black loose suit and hat to match. The 
women and girls also dress in full dresses of the same 
kinds of material. The dress of the General Conference Men-
nonites is not distinguishable from any other class of p eo-
ple and that is why they are classed as the most modern of 
the Mennonites. In form.er times musical instruments were 
entirely missing from t he homes of the Mennonites but today 
we find such luxuries in many homes . But, even then we 
find that certain sects of the Mennonites do not favor the 
radio. For i nstance the ttAmish Mennonites solemnly assembled 
in conference at Ottawa , Cana da, June 28, 1931 and have de-
clared the radio a musical instrument and have banned it 
from the homes of true believers as an instrument of the 
devi l. When it was first founded, the Amish Mennonite sect 
forbade its members all musical instruments and many other 
luxuries of modern life on the ground that they tended to 
lead the faithful from t h e devotions. The radio escaped 
specifications because it had not been invented at that time, 
but now the oversight is remedied . Pena lty for violations 
is excomrnunication.u 48 Again "the Old Mennonite Conference 
wl1ich met July 30, passed the following resolution with 
reference to the radio. ' We recogni ze tha t th e r adio may 
whereas, the majority of the programs broadcas t are detri -
mental to the spiritual growth and life, be it resolved 
that we require our members to refrain from pl a cing them in 
their homes and require those who have them now dispose of 
them." 49 But in s pite of these resolutions we find that 
hundreds of Mennonites have radios in their homes. In the 
line of insurance the different sects all discourage life 
insurance but yet they have one of t he strongest fire, hail , 
and tornado mutual insurance companies in the country . Again , 
we find many Mennonites tha t do carry life insurance in 
spite of the fact t hat it is being discouraged. The weapon 
of excommunication is still used but not as often nor is 
it as strictly enforced as in former days. Previously an 
excommunicated person was barred from associating with his 
church brethren and sisters and even with members of his 
own family. Today it is s till used in cases of immorality, 
robbery, intoxication or hatred or jealousy between members 
or disregard for church rules. But today it is not gener-
ally so strictly enforced. In the line of sports they al-
so are usually discouraging , but we find that some of the 
basketball stars of the Pawnee Rock High School and Bethel 
College have come from the Mennonite communities. Sunday 
sports a re always shunned and discouraged. Some Mennonite 
sects allow no pictures or -other decorations on the walls . 
49. The Mennonite Jottings, August 28, 1931, p . 15. 
and carpets and curtains are often missing in the homes 
of these people. Aisle rug s in churches are only pur-
tha sed after years of discussion on the part of the breth-
ren. Records are rarely k ept by these people and their 
events and records are handed down by word of mouth from 
generation to g eneration. In reference to one of t he most 
vital social problem of modern time s - birth control, t he 
following quote d item speaks for itself:50 
0 It was to our di s appointment that we r ead t hat a com-
mission of the Federa l Council of Churches had t aken upon 
itself the respons ibility of making an utterance, t h ough a 
cautious one, concerning birth control and the spacing of 
children. It is a matter not to be considered at all by 
any who would sp eak in the name of Protestant Churches. I t 
would seem to us that such expressions, to say th e least, 
would be encourag ing to immorality. Granting t hat such 
expressions is within the p rovince of ecclesiastical or gani-
zation, which we insist it is not, the very f act that in-
formation such as must be given out in s uc h cases, could not 
be illimited·-to those in the mar riage state and must surely 
lead to an immorality, that would gnaw t he very vita ls of 
rnatrimony ••••• However all those connected with churches in 
the Federal Council of Churches do not agree with t he Com-
50. The Mennonite, editorial, April 9, 1931, p . 1. 
mission. Perhaps there are only a comparative few that 
agree with the Commission and simply presented a s something 
to be discussed or argued about is a great deal less than 
an action formally adopted by the represent a tives of t he 
Churches in assembly acting for and in the name of t heir 
churches. Much as we regretted the withdrawel of the Gen-
eral Confer ~nce of Mennonites from the 1!.,edera l Council s ome 
years ago we may feel ourselves fortunate t ha t we are not 
now members of that body when it is so permitting itself to 
be discredited . " Great changes have t aken pl ace, soci ally, 
among all sects of the Mennonites and if t he progres s is 
continued as r apidly in the future as in the pas t we c an ex-
pect to find little, if any, difference in t he social l ife 
of the Mennonites a nd other races and sects of people. Cer-
tainly, we can expect t h is condition to come a bou t much more 
quickly of s ome Mennonite sects than in oth ers. 
Religiously we a lso find tha t very great changes have 
taken pl a ce since their beginning in the sixteenth century . 
Few if any of the Mennonites s till practice t he custom of 
feet washing which was generally pr a cticed in t heir ea rly 
h i s tory . Churches still a re us ually built out in the country 
but even then we already find a few located in some c i ti es 
as at Hanston and Newton , Kansas. The preachers are not 
paid a regular salary but collections are t aken up from time 
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to time which a re given to the ministers . Conse quently , 
t he preachers are r equired to do other work besides preach-
ing - thi s is usually f a r ming . German s till i s used in 
many of t he services, but a t the insistent demand of t he 
youth, English is being used in Sunday Schools a ndaren t he 
sermons a re interchanged between Ger man and English. The 
preachers are still, as a l ways, h ired by t he loca l co ngre-
gation. Formera: ly the :Mennonites had little in common ._ .. 
with other churche s but to day we find t hat t he Sunday Schools 
take part in county Sunday Sch ool Conferences , other mini s -
ters preach in the Mennonite Church a nd even perform Mennon-
ite marriages in the Mennonite Church . Since t he re i s no 
creed we can expect a grea t diffusion of r eligious sects 
in the future. Their religion a nd progress is surnmarized 
by t he following article:51 
11 1.) Form disca rded in church services. It was 
a vanity. (Di s ca r ded ). 
2.) Mennonites wore plain clothes , like the Dunk-
ards. Adornment in dress al s o was a vanity . 
(Discarded in part}. 
3.) Mustaches were ador nments, and were not to be 
worn, unless t oge t her with a bear d . (Di s carded) 
4.) Lace curta ins , hardwood floors, mus ica l in-
s truments, all were t aboo as vanities. (Dis-
carded in part. ) 
51. Kansas City Star. March 1 2 , 192 2. 
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5.) No notes were in t he song books of the church. 
Again the vanity reason. (Di s carded ). 
6.) Divorce or recognition of divorce was not al-
lowed. 
7.) The ministers drew no sal aries and any member 
of t he congregation had to be prepared to preach 
t he services . (Discarded in part). 
8 .) Church attendance on the part of everyone was 
compul s ory. 
9 .) No matting was allowed on church aisles to 
deaden th e sound . 
10 .) Th e use of li quor , except for medicina l pur-
pos es , was an offense . 
11.) Toba cco was frowne d on and seldom used. 
12) Chastit y a nd hones t y were t he cardinal virtue s 
t he people recogni zed. 
13.) The Mennonites did not take out citizenship pap -
ers and did not vote . (Dis carded ). " 
Ot hers may be added thus : 
14.) St ill do not believe in o~igina l s in s o do not 
practice infa nt bapti sm . 
15.) St a tues or images a re not allowed in th e church . 
16.) Suicides are condemned and exc ommunicated to the 
extent that chur ch burials are not allowed. 
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Religiously great progress has been made to keep up 
with the times and only the future can answer as to wha t 
other changes will be made to keep pace with the times . We 
can expect a great intermingling of Mennonites with other 
religious sects if they can and if we can use the past cen-
tury as a standard for prophecy. Some of the religious be-
liefs, of course, will never be g iven up as long a s there 
is t he least resemblance of the Mennonite Church, for they 
have become rooted through centuries of persecution, tri al s , 
and faithful defense. The Mennonite Church will probably 
never be absorbed but its membership will include many dif-
ferent races and beliefs. 
Educationally, as stated before, t he Mennonites have 
a lways been pioneers. At first they sent their children to 
only their church schools but from the beginning in Kansas 
their children have attended the public schools and t h en 
after the regular term was over t hey would have a short 
term of Bible School or German schools . Today in Kansas 
we find three Mennonite colleges t hat grant degr ees : Tabor 
College at Hillsboro, Kansas , Bethel College at Newton, 
Kansas, and Hesston College and Bible School a t Hesston, 
Kansas. There are nine other colleges elsewhere in the 
United States and in these 12 institutions there are about 
2,000 students. About 6o1o of the students in these insti-
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tutions are Mennonites vvhile 4oi belong to other denomina -
tions. In 1929 the degrees granted by some of t hese col-
leges were: Bachelor of Theology, Bachelor of Science in 
Education, Bachelor of Divinity, and Bachelor of Arts. In 
the line of the German or Bible Schools "pe ople do support 
Summer Bible Schools. The members of t h e Berthal Mennoni te 
Church, Pawnee Rock, Kansas, believe definitely in the worth 
of Bible teaching for t heir boys and girls. The children 
attend seven or eight district schools in t he winter. In t he 
summer t hey maintain one high gr a de Bible School with two 
teachers. Some of t h e parents have to bring their chi l dren 
in the morning and also get t hem again in the evening after 
school. It has been found tha t one man makes a total of 
42 miles a day to bring his and h i s neighbor 's children to 
t bis Bible School. The school runs for f our weeks , and 
starts at 9 and closes at 4. 11 52 Their educ at ional attitude 
may be summarized into one statement made by L. C. Wooster:53 
"The proper education of their children has a l ways been a 
matter of prime importance to the Mennonites. " 
In the line of singing t he Mennonites have always 
taken an active part and in some churches hymns are still 
being sung to which no music has ever been written down. 
52. The Mennonite ·Jottings. June 5, 1934, p . 23. 
53. Wooster, L. C. Columbian History of Education in Kansas, 
:p. 90. 
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The following is a history of the hymnal being used today 
by the General Conference, who recognizing the need of an 
English hymnal, arranged for the taking over of a publica -
tion issued by a commercial concern and adapted to t h e use 
of our churches in 1891, which bore the title, 11Mennonite 
Hynmal, a Blending of Many_ voices. 0 The work gave genera l 
satisfaction for nearly four decades. When its usefulness 
seemed to have come to a n end and the Genera l Conference ap-
pointed a committee to compile a new hymnal, their work re-
sulted in the issuing of the "Mennonite Hymn Book , " whic h 
is gradually coming into general use throughout the Genera l 
Conferenc·e. But lately the church is not the only s cene of 
singing of the Mennonites, for we find t ha t during the 
Christmas Holidays of 19 34 a qua rtet from Bethel College 
made an extensive trip through Western Kansas and Eastern 
Colorado and broadcast a program from the r adio station at 
Dodge City. (This is in conflict with t he resolutions 
adopted by the Amish Mennonites a nd the Ol d Mennonites men-
tioned before. This college quartet represented t he Gen-
eral Conference Mennonites and again shows th~t t here is a 
striking difference between the sects of' Mennonites.) 
Taking one back glance at t he European Mennonites that 
remained in the Old World, we find t hat varying conditions 
are experienced by them and various opinions are expressed 
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concerning the Mennonites even there. When in t he 1870,s 
and 1880,s thousands of Mennonites left Russia we find 
that the government offic ials became alarmed over t he de-
parture of their best farmers and attempted to stem the 
tide of emigration. "When the Czar, Alexander, learned of 
t his, he sent General von Todleben to the Molotschner Col-
ony, who let all emigr ants come to church once at Halbat adt 
and at another time at Alexandenrohl in Elder Jacob Bul-
ler's grea t church and so there came eve~y many toget her. 
The General Todleben in his full military uniform s tepped 
before the great assembly, and looked about with the ques-
tion: "Are a ll these emigr ants?" Tb.en he began to speak, 
loud and distinctly in pure German: 0 Hi s Maj es t y , th e czar, 
Alexander, has sent me to you, a nd I am to tell you he 
loves you, you are worthy to dwel l in this empire , why do 
you have it in mind to emigrate? One hundred years your 
good fathers have been in this l a nd , you enjoy it here_, 
you have everything arranged so well, why wi ll you emi grate? 
You have fine schools, fine churches, fine houses and gar-
dens, you need not work yourselves, the work is being done 
without you, all you have to do is to look after t he work. 
You can hire Russian laborers at low wages , why will you 
emigrate ? Wh en you come .1 to .America you will have to dig 
trees, weed the roots and break the prairies, and do a ll 
.i.V) 
" 
your work yourself. Here you have it as fine a s you wi sh." 
And so the ·high official worked very hard against emi gra-
tion. He was faithful and true in his duty, and later made 
an offer tha t those wh o did not like to serve in military 
duty, and take weapons, could do sanitary service, nurse 
the sick, build bridges and make pl antations, that i s , take 
care of woods and forest s . The l atter has been chosen by 
those remaining , t ha t when a young man is 21 years old he 
has to go to the lot, and if found f it has to serve several 
years in the forestry service.5 4 And so was answered the 
following question raised in 1879: ttAnd it rema ins to be 
seen whether the Mennonites will believe that the Czar has 
done a ll he could ••••• fo r t hem. 11 But s ince the beginning 
of th e World War t he hatred has again grown against t h ese 
Mennonites in Russia and t housands a r e again fleeing to for-
eign shores - principally South America. The tone of the 
following letter was and perhaps is still characteris tic 
of the feeling towards t hese people in Russia : 
Nilolai Milharlovich to t he Tsar (Ni cholas II) 
Augus t 8 , L916 Gr1i1,s,h~n);:2t . ,(Kher son ) 
(Bugeimia) 
In accordance with my promise , I am writing about my 
impressions here. My estate represents an immense area of 
54. Bradley, Glen Danford. Stor1 of t he Santa Fe , p . 111. 
7.5,000 desiatins. It is situated in the three viezds of 
three guberinias, Kerson and Ekaterinoslav, viez of t he 
same names and Taurida Bugernilia - Biex of Militopal . 
There are 16 villages on the estate, and 7 German colonies, 
one of which moved away last year on its own initiative. 
The remaining colonies are waiting for the decision of the 
goverTu~ent. Most of them are Mennonites, who are inclined 
to stay, and one of Wurtembergers, intends to move. Thus, 
for t here have been no misunderstanding with t hem, the Men-
nonites emphasized the f act tha t the y left Germany two hund-
red yea rs ago, spent a long time in Poland , migr a ted to us 
under Emperor Alexand~r II, a nd have been dwelling here over 
50 years . Although they do not believe in war, they fur-
nished soldiers who serve as ospita l orderlies. In con-
versation they stress t heir anti-German a ttitude, even 
though everywhere in their homes there a re portra it s of 
the (aiser , and also of Vasili Fererovick (Kai ser William I) 
as well as of t h e Kaise~, and of Bismarck a nd Moltke. Per-
sonally, I hope that they will clear out bag a nd baggage 
after the war.n 55 
Even in Holland, the scene of t he early Mennonite per-
secutions, we find tha t t he ~ennonites are s till playing an 
important part in the history of that nation f or t hey "are 
.55. Golder, Frank. Documents of Russian History, pp . 179-180. 
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taking advantage of the great engineering fea t by which a 
dike has been erected across the Zudder Zee in order to 
drain it of t he waters and recla i m t he l and . A brother -
hood house is to be erected on t he dunes ne ar Aekmaar and 
access to it will be made ea s y ·over t he dyke from Fries -
land, Groninge and other dist ant part s . " 56 Conse quently , 
we see t hat in sp ite of pers ecutions , t ria ls, mistreatment , 
and j ea lousy and hat r ed t hous ands of Mennonites rema ined 
behind and even today a re helping to make the_ histor y of 
t hos e nations . But at t he s ame t i me t h ousands a t l a s t 
have given up their faith and h ope i n the i r country a n d a re 
fleeing t o forei gn shores . 
Returning to America , we f ind t hat t he Mennonites 
faced and conquered many har dsh i ps . These emi gr a nt s did 
not come when the dangers of th e fronti er had al l been 
removed but still wh en Kansas was i n t he r aw s t a t e . I nd-
ian r aids were common jus t before t h ey a r rived and even a f -
ter their arri va l t he r a ids of t he Ind i an br ave s occm:-red 
i n sca ttered s ections on t he f r ontier. 
To see what a gr eat mass of emigr a nt Mennonites came 
t o Kansas, it i s well to turn t o Wilder f or t h es e entries : 57 
"Augus t 5, 1873 - five Mennonit e l eader s vis i t Harvey , Sedg -
wick, R
0
no, Marion and McPhers on Counties t o select l and fo r 
56. The Mennonite ~ottings July 28, 1932. 
57. Wilder, Anna l s of Kans a s , p. 643 and oth er s . 
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a colony from Russia. 
March 19, 1874 - An act exempt i ng Mennonites and Friends 
from military services is passed. 
September 8, 1874 - Six hundred Mennonites arrive in Topeka. 
September 23, 1874 - Eleven hundred Mennonites arrive in 
Topeka. 
October 14, 1874 - Mennonites buy 100,000 acres of land 
of - the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad. 
January 2, 1875 - Two hundred Mennonites arrive a t Great 
Bend direct from Russia . 
August 10, 1875 - A train with 201 Mennonites arrives at 
Topeka and leaves for the Southwest . 
July 15, 1877 - C. B. Schmi dt says that now more than 
60,000 Mennonites are living in the Arkansas Valley. 
·Now turning to other pages we find the following 
entries showing the hardships suffered by the s e Mennonites 
at their approximate corresponding dates given above: 
August 7, 1874 - Grasshoppers r each Topeka and stay all fall 
until winter. W.P . Panpense says : "They seem to cover 
the fact of the earth. Thi s .visitation of grasshoppers , 
or locust, was the most serious of any in the his tory of 
the state. They reached from the Platt River on t he nor th 
to Northern Texas, and pentra ted as far est as Sedalia, 
Missouri. Their eggs were deposited in favorabl e localities 
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over this vast territory. The young ha tched the next 
spring , did great damage to early crops, but in June, hav-
ing passed into the winged state ther ro se into the ·air , 
and flew back to the northwest, whence their progenitors 
had co me the year before. 
June, 1875 - All of the west and south of Topeka carpeted 
with grasshoppers; noses north and all walking ; some f ully 
grown and winged; others shedding their slight silver 
~hi~lds; a line like an a r my ; they leave no grass behind 
them; a strange sight. They do an i mmense work and are s il-
ent - in several counties they are successfully f ought with 
plows, coal oil, and t he spade. 
June 7 - Hoppers fly into Topeka and fill t he town. 
June 9 - The most hoppers in Topeka today . 
June 12 - Air full of hoppers in Topeka, going and coming . 
June 13 - Hoppers in the clouds, flying over Topeka . 
June 16 - Hoppers nearly all gone. Farmers have replanted 
corn. 
August 16 - Denver is full of hoppers - veget ation rank 
and luxuriant in eastern Kansas. 
January 1, 1876 - Rainfall for 1875 wa s 28.87 inches , for 
1874 the same, one year a success, the other a failure. 
(reason - grasshoppers)." 
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"Even in the principle of churches t hese sturdy emi grants 
suffered priva tions. Thes e were sometimes very s i mpl e 
structures for church es t hat won't· have mor t gages , surely , 
are t hose proposed to be built in certa i n dist ricts on the 
western frontier of Kansas. They are to be made of sods . 
A few such already exis t. The walls a r e made of sods, the 
roofs are covered with sods , a nd t h e floors are of earth . 
A church can be built i n s ize about 26 x 36 f or an outlay 
of money of only $10, and t his has a l ready been done in at 
least one i nstance. A wall of s od , i f properly bui l t and 
protected, willr l ast a hundred years. Roofs of shingles 
and floors · of woo d a r e greatly to be des i red ; but , of course, 
they add very much to the cos t of t h e church . " 58 And so 
even if the Mennonites we re not the fir st settlers in Kan-
'Sas, they did arrive early enough to come face to fa ce 
with enough ha rdships to make a har dy r a ce even mor e hardy 
and prepared for the ob s t a cles of t he future . 
Even ' today when cer t a i n obs t a cles ar i se the Mennon-
ites mi gr ate from one pl a ce t o another , seeki ng a place 
where t hese obs t acles will not pres ent themselves . And so 
we had t he migration from Canada to Mexico and t hen back 
a gain because of governmenta l r ea s ons ; t he mi gr at ions from 
Kansas to Wyoming , Southwes t Kansas .and t he i rrigated r eg-
ions ·of Texas because the wish to ' i m r ove ·t he ir fi nancia l 
5 • ati ona l Repository. Vol. VIII, p . 470. 
condition and to keep themselves more intact or from mix-
ing with other nationalities. And so we have every r ea-
son to believe that the future will a lso see migrations. 
In concluding this thesis, the Mennonites have con-
quered persecutions, public opinion, and through difficult 
work and in~egrity have improved land products and animals 
and conquered t he elements for their successful lif e and 
now t he future is looking towards these p eople for their 
aid in the Middle West today - the dus t storm. It is t h e 
Mennonites of t he future that will help to determine whether 
the following prophecy made in 1875 will come true : "The 
fact has not yet dawned upon the p eople that the Western 
limit of our agricultural l ands ha s al.r eady been rea ched 
by the settlements along t he rontier, from t he Rio Gr ande 
to the 49 parallel of latitude ••••• After passing Fort Hays, 
we get beyond the country suitable for agricul ture •••• For 
the years 1861-1862 t he Kansas Pacific Railroa d Company em-
ployed a f armer to experiment on their lands, but the moi-
sture of the spring season has heretofor e been of too short 
duration for him to accomplish much •••• From Dakota to Texa s 
some settlements have reached the border and from the 100 
meridian to the Sierra Nevada Mounta ins, a distance of 
1200 miles, there i s not more than one acre to the hundr ed 
that has any apprec iable value for agricultural purposes, 
11~ 
or that will for the next hundred years sell for any appreci-
able sum. 11 59 The Mennonites have conquered swamps and s eas 
and other elements in Europe and so the world looks to them 
to conquer this latest of nature's destructive forces - The 
Dust Storm. 
59. Hazen, W.B., N0 rth American Review. Vol. CXX: , p . 1-34. 
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@PPROACHING "BLACK" BLIZZARD OR DUST STORM. 
THESE S01\JiETIMEB LAST DAYS AND NIGHTS . 
lVIANY LIVES ARE LOST, I:E' THEY A..~ 
IN THE OPEN , FROM SUFFOCATION 
SHOVELS OF DIRT ARE SWEPT 
FROM 'l'HE BEST OF HOMES 
WILL TEE MENNONITES BE ABLE TO STOP THIS 
MENACE TO AGRICULTURE WITH THE CO -
OPERATION OF OTHER FAR1'iIBRS? 
..1...1. 
RICH TOP SOI L SVfEPT OFF TH~ FI ELDS AND PI LED 
TNTO SHELTERED PLACE 
TRACTOR AIMOST COVERED BY DUST 
11~ 
DUST CLOUDS, THOUSANDS OF FEET HIGH AND HUNDREDS 
OF MI LES WIDE, SWEEPI NG OVER THE GREAT 
WHEAT BELT OF THE MIDDLE iJVEST . 
TOTAL DARKNESS EXIS1r S EVEN 
AT :MID-DAY 
RESULT OF " .. lHITEtt BLIZZARD I N WINTER 
AS THE SNOW IS s vrEJ.:iT OFF THE FIELD 
AND PI LED INTO THE SHELTERED PLA-
CES, LEAVING THE FIELDS BA."RE 
AND DEFIC IENT IN MO I STURE 
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migrations. Authent ·c, concise, and up-to-date. 
Forsythe Library. 
Martin, George W. - Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Leaflet. 
Topeka, Kansas, Kansas Publishing H0 use, 1879. 4 p . 
An interesting leaflet showing what information 
was printed to induce settlers to come to Kansas and 
it also outlines the land payments. The materian E 
not general but fits .only the exceptional cases. For-
sythe Library. 
Green Scrap Book No. 1. Pages 1384~1385 contain the fol-
lowing: 
Lathrop, James H. Kansas Herald Devoted to Immigration 
and Home Missionary enterprises of the West. No. 1. 
Marathon, New York, James H. Lathrop, 1871. 42 p . 
Another source describing the early conditions, 
resources, climate and possibilities of Kansas . 
~l\.nother source that is more interested in sales than 
in the true presentation of facts. Forsythe L1brary . 
Anonymous - Figures and Facts about Kansas: An Emigrant's 
and Settlers' Guide. Lawrence, Kansas, Blackburn and 
Co., 1879, 64p. 
Still another source which presents only mater -
ials that would be responsible to bring in more set-
tlers. It presented materials that were not gener-
ally true. Forsythe Libra ry. 
Young, Gertrude s . Reco d Concerning Mennonite Immigration. 
1873. (In the American Historical Review . Vol. 29, 
p . 518-522). 
A good authenic discourse of the reasons and pre-
cautions taken for the Mennonite mi grations. Forsythe 
Library. 
Barker, R~ A. - Militia. General Statutes of the State of 
Kansas . 1868. Vol. 1, Ch. 64, Sec. 2. 
Law book showing laws that were passed in favor 
of the people whose faith was opposed to military train-
ing . Forsythe Library. 
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Anonymous - Mennonites. (In the New Rocky Mountain Tourist-
Arkansas Valley and San Juan Guide. 3rd. 1879, 28 p ). 
A guide interested in selling real estate, so the 
statistics are the exceptional r ather than the general 
facts. St a te Historical Society Library. 
Western Magazine - Mennonites. Top~ka, Kansas , Kansas Pa-
cific Railroad . January, 1881, p. 303-307. 
A real estate magazine which g ives an interesting 
and authenic account of the Mennonites in McPher-
son and Marion Counties. St ate Historica l Society 
Library. 
Prentis, N
0
ble L. Kansas Miscellanies. - The Mennonites 
a t Home . Topeka, Kansas, Kansas Publishing House, 
1889, p. 147-154. 
An account of the persona l life of t he Mennonites 
based on personal contact with them during the early 
years of their life in t hi s country . Fors ythe Library . 
Morganstern , William. The Settlement of Sessarabia Russia 
by the Ge r mans . (In the Kansas Historical Collection. 
1919-1922. Topeka, Vol. XV.; p . 098 ). 
A source dealing with the cattle ·developed by the 
Mennonites. The article deals largely with the Rus-
sian Catholics. Forsythe Library. 
Isely, Bliss. Four Centuries in Kansas. (In the Topeka 
Daily Cap ital. August 28, 1928). 
A newspaper account which shows the part t hat 
the Mennonites had in the development of wheat. For-
sythe Library. 
Isely , Bliss. Mennonite Children Selected the Wheat Seed 
That has Made Kansas Famous. (In the Kansas City Star, 
June 5, 1927). 
This newspaper article shows with what care and 
precision these early settlers selected their seed 
wheat. State Historical Society Library. 
Sallet, Richard. Russian-German Settlement i n the United 
States. (In the Hays Daily News, Hays, Kansas , J"uly 8, 
1932.) 
A newspaper article that presents proof that t he 
Mennonites are becoming interested in politics. Hays 
City Library. 
Sallet, Richard. Russian-German Settlement in the United 
States. (In the Elli s County News, Hays , Kansas, 
July 14, 1932). 
A newsDa·oer article which shows t hat t he Mennon-
ites have attracted the attention of na tiona l leaders . 
Hays City Library. 
Specia l Correspondence - Mennonites and the Radio. (In t he 
New York Times, New York, June 28, 1931, Sec. III, p . 6, 
col. 8). 
A newspaper article which quotes a resolution 
adopted by the Amish Mennonites banning t he radio . 
Forsythe Library. 
Anonymous. Why the Mennonites of Kansas Pl an no Mor e Pil-
grimages. (In the Kansas City Star. March 12, 19 22 ). 
A newspaper article which presents t he cardinal 
points of the Mennonite beliefs and doctrines. St a te 
Hi s torical Society Library. 
Wooster, L. C. Educational Exh ibit of the World 's Columbian 
Exposition, Topeka, Kansas , Columbia Hi s tory of Educ a -
tion in Kansas , 1893 . p . 90. 
An article in the book which shows the educational 
attitude of t he Mennonites. Forsythe Librar y . 
Golder, Frank Alfred~ Docume nts of Russian History . 1914-
1917. New York , Century Co., 1927, p. 179-1801 
Docun1ents showing the Russian attitude toward 
the Mennonites of Russia toda y. Forsythe Library. 
Wilder, Annals of Kansas . 2nd ed. Topeka , Kansas , Kansas 
Publishing House, 1886, p. 640-641, 643, etc. 
Notations of ma jor events listed in chronological 
or~er . Forsythe Library . 
Curre~ , Daniel, editorial. (In the National Reposi tory de-
voted to General and Relig ious L1terature. Cincinnati, 
136 
Hitchock and Walden. Vol. V, 1879, p. 468). 
A prophecy of the r egret of Russian leaders will 
have for the mi grations of the Mennonites from t ha t 
country. Forsythe Library. 
Hazen, W. B. The Great Middle Region of the United St a tes a nd 
its Limited Space of Arable Land . (In t he N0 rth American 
Review. Vol. CXX , p . 1-34. Janua r y , 1875). 
A remar kable article bas ed on f acts collected af-
ter months of research by government men. It dea ls 
l a r gely with topogr aphy , soil condition, climate and 
rainfall. Forsythe Libra r y . 
Persona l I nterviews 
Mrs . Jacob Rudiger of Great Bend, Kansas . Now about seventy 
ye ars of age. Keen minded a nd remembers many exper-
iences of the old country a nd early years of t h e set-
tlement. 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew S8 ibert, Jr., of Great Bend , Kansas . Al-
so remember many experiences of t he early year s of t he 
settlement and have documents dealing with t he earl y 
history of their coming from Ostrog , Poland. 
Rev. J.B. Schmidt of Pawnee Rock, Kans as, remembers many 
/ 
local ~vents of the early settlements and has the 
early church records well in mind. 
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